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Growing Tomorrow’s Citizens in Today’s Classrooms 

By Cassandra Erkens, Tom Schimmer, & Nicole Dimich Vagle 

_____________________ 

Study Guide 

This study guide is a companion to the book Growing Tomorrow’s Citizens in Today’s 

Classrooms: Assessing Seven Critical Competencies by Cassandra Erkens, Tom Schimmer, and 

Nicole Dimich Vagle. Growing Tomorrow’s Citizens in Today’s Classrooms describes the age of 

acceleration and explains the core critical competencies that students must attain in order to 

succeed as learners and adults in the 21st century.  

 

This guide is arranged by chapter, enabling readers to either work their way through the entire 

book or focus on the specific topics addressed in a particular chapter. It can be used by 

individuals, small groups, or an entire team to identify key points, raise questions for 

consideration, assess conditions in a particular school or district, and suggest steps that might be 

taken to promote a healthy school culture. 

 

We thank you for your interest in this book, and we hope this guide is a useful tool in your 

efforts to create a healthy culture in your school or district. 
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Chapter 1 

Habits of the Mind 

_____________________ 

 

1. What are the five minds for the future? Please explain each and describe their major 

characteristics. 

 

2. Why should educators in modern classrooms focus on assessing thinking? What is the 

value of doing so? 

 

3. Please explain essential questions and describe their characteristics. What role do they 

play in the assessment of student thinking? 

 

4. Please define problem-based learning. Explain its characteristics and describe the role it 

plays in the creation of authentic tasks. 

 

5. What does it meant to measure thinking in the modern classroom? 

 

6. What are the primary tools that can be used to measure thinking? What makes them so 

useful? 
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Chapter 2 

Self-Regulation 

_____________________ 

 

1. Please define self-regulation. What relation does self-regulation have to education? 

 

2. What are the five primary characteristics of self-regulated learning? Please describe each 

and explain its role in the process of self-regulation. 

 

3. Please explain self-assessment. What use does self-assessment have in the instruction of 

self-regulation? 

 

4. How is the process of grading student self-regulation unique? Please describe this 

process. 

 

5. Please describe the precursors to effective student self-assessment. 

 

6. What are the primary tools that students can utilize in order to measure their progress 

toward effective self-regulation? 
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Chapter 3 

Critical Thinking 

_____________________ 

 

1. How do the authors define critical thinking? What about critical thinking makes it so hard 

to define? 

 

2. What are the two most important issues in the instruction of critical thinking, and what 

role do they play in the development of this critical competency? 

 

3. What are the two most important processes in the assessment of critical thinking? Explain 

the importance and uses of each. 

 

4. Please explain the unique characteristics of assessing critical thinking on a large scale.  

 

5. What skills and tools should the instructor utilize to measure students’ critical thinking 

abilities? What makes this process difficult? 

 

6. Which tools would you use to grow your students’ critical thinking abilities? Please pick 

one of the methods described in the book and offer an example of how you would utilize 

it in your classroom. 
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Chapter 4 

Collaboration 

_____________________ 

 

1. Please describe the process of collaboration. What skills are most important in effective 

collaboration? 

 

2. What is collaboration 2.0 and how does it differ from group work? What about 

collaboration 3.0? 

 

3. Describe the importance of developing a shared understanding of collaboration in the 

classroom. How should an instructor encourage this shared understanding? 

 

4. Explain the process of developing a task that will be used to assess student collaboration. 

What are the major questions of this process? 

 

5. How should an educator observe and assess student performance on collaborative 

assessment? 

 

6. How can the co-construction process be utilized before, during, and after collaboration to 

measure students’ progress towards effective collaboration? 
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Chapter 5 

Creative Thinking 

_____________________ 

 

1. What are the three significant features of creativity? How does these features relate to Big 

C and Little C creativity? 

 

2. What role does Little C creativity play in the classroom? Why should educators focus 

their efforts on developing Little C creativity in their students? 

 

3. Please describe the primary challenges that educators must develop creative solutions to 

before they can teach creativity. How might educators resolve some of these issues? 

 

4. What are the most common errors that educators make when assessing creativity? How 

can educators avoid these errors? 

 

5. Review the five design considerations listed on page 157. How would you address each 

of these considerations in order to develop an effective assessment of student creativity? 

 

6. When measuring an assessment of student creativity what should an educator focus on 

and what should they avoid focusing on? 
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 Chapter 6 

Communication 

_____________________ 

 

1. Please explain the relationship between literacy and communication. Why should an 

educator focus on communication as an aspect of literacy? 

 

2. What are the three major issues that are affecting the information that is communicated in 

the 21st century? Why must educators be cognizant of these issues while planning their 

instruction? 

 

3. Explain the consumption skills and production skills and their roles in communication. 

What benefit is there to combining the two in the instruction of communication?  

 

4. What are the issues that teachers must address when assessing communication? Explain 

each and describe how you would address each. 

 

5. Explain how you would go about measuring the speaking ability of the students in your 

classroom. What techniques would you employ to ensure you obtained an accurate 

assessment of their abilities? 
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6. Which techniques should educators focus on in the classroom in order to improve 

students’ ability to communicate? 
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Chapter 7 

Digital Citizenship 

_____________________ 

 

1. What is digital citizenship? Why is it so important that students in the 21st century 

become effective digital citizens? 

 

2. In your opinion, which of the skills listed on page 215 are most important in the 

development of digital citizenship? 

 

3. What are the four shifts to assessment and instruction design that instructors must 

consider when they begin connecting students with the outside world? 

 

4. What is the SAMR model? How can it be used to assess students’ digital skills? 

 

5. Please describe the rubric you would utilize to measure students’ digital skills. What 

learning targets are informing the creation of this rubric?  

 

6. Considering the tips on page 234, which do you find most useful and why? How might 

these tips inform your instruction going forward? 
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Chapter 8 

Social Competence 

_____________________ 

 

1. What are social competencies? What themes and skills are central to social competence? 

 

2. Please explain interpersonal social competencies and intrapersonal competencies. What 

are the similarities and differences between the two concepts and how do they interrelate? 

 

3. Review the IB Learner Profile on page 245. How is this profile unique? How does it 

engage with the social competencies? 

 

4. Please define productive disruption. What benefit is there in teaching students to disrupt 

without disrespect? 

 

5. How might formal and informal assessment be utilized in the instruction of the social 

competencies? 

 

6. When should an educator measure the quality of a student’s social competence and when 

should they measure the frequency? Why measure one over the other? 


