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FIGURE 9.3: 
How to Embed Textual Evidence

One of the skills you need to master as you analyze and write about text is how to select 
and use quotations from the text to cite as evidence. This kind of evidence is called textual 
evidence.

Here is an example of a student-generated sentence. It makes a statement about the text 
without providing any evidence to support the statement. 

•	 The author develops the text primarily with details about the lessons he learned during his 
childhood in Virginia.

This second sentence uses embedded quotations that provide evidence.

•	 The author develops the text primarily with details about lessons he learned to “work 
hard, say little, and blend in,” during his childhood in Virginia to explain why he has a 
“sketchy” background about his tribe and only “stock answers” for his grandchildren 
whenever they ask his opinion about Indians.

The words and phrases with quotation marks around them in the second example are called 
embedded quotations. These words and phrases are directly copied from the original text. 
You can copy selected words and phrases from an author’s work if you put quotation marks 
around them. These embedded quotations are called evidence because they illustrate or 
prove a statement you make about the author’s writing. 

Blending words and phrases from someone else’s text into your own writing requires some 
clever sentence writing. Sometimes you will need to write and rewrite your sentence to make 
it flow.

Here are the steps to writing a complete sentence with embedded textual evidence:

 1. Pick out some words and phrases that illustrate or provide evidence of the point you 
are trying to make in your statement. You might be trying to support a conclusion you 
have drawn from the text or evaluate an argument and specific claims the author has 
made in the text. Write them down in your own words and phrases so you can study 
and reread them.

2. Now, think about and jot down some possible ways you might write a sentence about 
the central idea of the text, a conclusion you have drawn about what the text means, 
or how you want to evaluate an argument or claims the author has made. These ideas 
are the beginning of the rough draft of your sentence.

3. Now experiment with placing the words and phrases you selected from the text in step 
1 into the ideas you want to have in the sentence you wrote down in step 2. Choose 
the order so that the words flow smoothly. Sometimes the only way to determine if the 
sentence “feels” right is to read it aloud to see how it sounds.
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