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REPRODUCIBLE

Reader Reflection: Talking to Readers About Books
Think about a book you want to share with your readers. This can be the book that made you a reader (most 
people who like to read can name a specific title that began instilling this identity), or it can be a book you 
recently read or one you liked when you were in school. Then, use the following tips to plan how you would 
present this book as a choice for your students to read.

• Plan in advance.

• Speak with certainty and enthusiasm.

• Highlight the author and any awards the author has won:  

• Make it interesting; consider sharing the following about the book.

 � Why you liked it:  

 � What you learned from it:  

 � How it made you feel:  

 � Why it made you think:  

• Engage readers with ELA content vocabulary.

 � Read aloud the first paragraph; note the narrator’s voice:  

 � Read aloud a significant or poignant passage; explain why it’s significant or poignant as related to 
theme:  

 � Describe the characters:  

 � Explain the conflict:  

 � Point out any unique structure:  

• Keep it short (two to four minutes is optimal).

Note: Keeping book talks short can be a challenge (thus the importance of planning in advance). While all the 
suggestions in this list will certainly help you introduce books students may choose to read, remember not to 
talk too much. You’ll need to make choices about when and how you share books with your readers.
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