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REPRODUCIBLE

Your Turn: Chapter 7
Reflecting on what you’ve learned in this chapter, record your primary action steps. As an authentic literacy 
teacher, I will:

 y

 y

In one of the first history books ever written, History of the Peloponnesian War (originally written around 400 
BCE), Thucydides (1972) recounts a debate among Athenians that included this argument: “A city is better off 
with bad laws, so long as they remain fixed, than with good laws that are constantly being altered” (p. 213). 
Here, Thucydides highlights two sides of a debate that has raged throughout history: Is it better to have a 
fixed system or a flexible one? This debate still rages in the secondary literacy classroom as well.

It’s our position that the answer is both are necessary. Secondary literacy instruction needs systems for some 
amount of consistency, and it needs some level of incongruence because not everything nor every student fits 
exactly into a like place. We argue that the fixed parts of what can be accomplished in an authentic literacy 
classroom are the routines and habits we’ve outlined in this chapter, not the long-held ELA traditions focused 
on teacher control and canonical texts. We argue that the flexible, alterable parts of what can be accom-
plished in an authentic literacy classroom are the students and their lives, hopes, interests, aspirations, and 
choices.

Think about this balance between constancy and flexibility and then answer the following questions. Share 
your writing with your own community. This might be your family, colleagues, students, team, or book club 
group.

 y What are some things you can employ in your literacy classroom that help maintain constant,  
predictable systems?

 y What are some ways you can foster space for flexible and responsive teaching and learning in your  
literacy classroom?

Thucydides. (1972). History of the Peloponnesian War (M. I. Finley, Ed., & R. Warner, Trans.). London: Penguin. (Original work 
published 4th century BCE)
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