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R E P R O D U C I B L E

Key 3—Create and Implement Well-Designed and 
Articulated Curriculum and Assessments.
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Next Steps 

Essential learning standards are clearly articulated for 
each course, unit, and lesson; and describe both what 
students should understand and be able to do (content 
and mathematical practice standards).

Essential learning standards support horizontal and 
vertical learning progressions. Resources support the 
development of standards with an equal intensity of 
conceptual understanding, procedural fluency, and 
application (mathematical rigor).

Curriculum provides opportunities for all students to 
access rich mathematical tasks via the Standards for 
Mathematical Practice. 

Mathematical tasks promote reasoning and problem 
solving. Tasks vary and address multiple levels of 
cognitive demand. 

District leaders, with teachers, design assessment 
blueprints provided to all teachers. Teachers use these 
same blueprints to frame unit plans and for daily lesson 
planning. 

There is a clear alignment among the curriculum, 
instructional resources, and assessments. This 
alignment is clear to teachers, students, and parents, 
and the curriculum is transparent to all stakeholders.

District and site-based assessments are balanced in 
cognitive demand. 

Assessments vary in the type of questions and are not 
solely procedural. 
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Next Steps 

Teachers give students timely feedback on their 
content progress and the development of the 
Standards for Mathematical Practice. 

Teams create common assessments before a unit of 
instruction and review them during and after the unit 
to ensure the assessment aligns to the instructional 
blueprint and assesses the essential learning targets, 
both content and process requirements. 

Mathematics leaders articulate clear, non-negotiable 
actions in the district defining high-quality assessment 
practices. 

Mathematics teams collaboratively score student work, 
establish strong inter-rater reliability, and use the results 
to provide specific feedback to all stakeholders. 

Collaborative teams engage students in the 
assessment cycle as part of continual improvement. 
The assessment cycle requires feedback and action. 

All stakeholders clearly understand effective formative 
assessment processes that result in teacher and 
student action through evidence gathering and 
feedback.
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