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What Is It We Expect Students to Learn?
Grade: Subject: Semester: Team Members:

Description of 
Standard 

Example of 
Rigor

Prerequisite 
Skills 

When 
Taught

Common 
Summative 
Assessment

Extension 
Standards

What is the 
essential 
standard to be 
learned? Describe 
in student-friendly 
vocabulary.

What does 
proficient 
student work 
look like? Provide 
an example or 
description.

What prior 
knowledge, skills, 
or vocabulary are 
needed for a  
student to master 
this standard?

When will 
this standard 
be taught?

What 
assessments 
will be used 
to measure 
student 
mastery?

What will 
we do when 
students have 
already learned 
this standard?

Take one standard.

Identify learning targets.

Unwrap or deconstruct it.

Conduct formative assessments.

Identify learning targets. 

Employ individual or team intervention.

Conduct common summative assessment.

Determine:
1. Formulative assessments—How many 

and when?

2. Flexible time to respond.

3. Common assessments—What and when?

Source: Adapted from
 Buffum

, A
., M

attos, M
., &

 M
alone, J. (2018). Taking action. A handbook for RT

I at W
ork. 

Bloom
ington, IN

: Solution Tree Press, p. 88.
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