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Language Arts
1.  Review the notes you took in class today and the reading you just completed. locate important points, 

words, or phrases. identify each one by placing a sticker, dot, or star near it.

2.  allies are people who stand up for someone else when they face injustice.

a. Make a list of times when you have experienced injustice or been discriminated against.

b. Choose one incident and write a narrative about it. include a description of the scene, the people involved, 
and the dialogue. You might also include your own feelings and how the incident changed you.

c. after you finish writing your narrative, analyze whether you had an ally:

 + Did someone stand up for you? if so, how did this affect the incident? Rewrite the ending as if the 
person had not been your ally.

 + if you had no ally, who could have stood up for you? Rewrite the ending of your narrative as if the 
person had been your ally.

3.  Make a 20 Questions–style “Who am i?” game about mythical characters. Your clues can include details 
of the character’s adventures, family, personal details, accomplishments, and so on.

4.  (the teacher identifies a key decision the main character in a book made. For example, in Romeo and 
Juliet the lovers decide to pretend that Juliet is dead.) What happened as a result of that decision? Brainstorm at 
least three alternative solutions the character(s) could have pursued. Determine the criteria he or she might have 
used to choose among the options. then, write a short paper describing (1) each of the alternatives you came 
up with, (2) which one you believe was the best alternative and why, and (3) what might have happened in the 
story if the character had chosen that option.

Social Studies
1.  Work with a partner. use the textbook and assigned video to identify the most important events of 

the industrial Revolution. in the three-column grid provided, list the important events in the first column. to 
fill in the second column, watch television news programs to look for current events similar to the events you 
identified in the industrial Revolution. in the third column, explain how the two are alike. Class presentation: 
each person will show a news clip to the class and explain how the event was like an event in the industrial 
Revolution.

2.  evaluate the topographical map of an imaginary country you have been given. Where would be the best 
place to establish a settlement? Justify your placement based on what you have studied about the factors that 
influence where people live such as food, shelter, transportation, and defense.

3.  Design interview questions for a key person in a current news story. Your questions should cover not only 
important issues and events in the story, but also new developments of your own creation. With a classmate, 
role-play your interview on audiotape or videotape.

4.  (each student in this class has printed off a biographical entry on the historical figure they are studying 
from the same online biography source.) Work together to produce a chart that analyzes the length of each 
entry as well as the cultural, gender, and ethnic characteristics of each subject. What patterns do you see? Do 
the lengths of the entries correlate with any of the characteristics of the subjects? What hypotheses might you 
draw about the people who developed this online source?
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Science
1.  Review the information given to you about frogs and toads. Create a graphic organizer that compares 

and contrasts these two amphibians.

2.  Design your own insect. Construct a model or sketch of the insect. then write a field guide entry that 
includes the following:

 • Common name

 • scientific name

 • Physical features

 • life span

 • eating habits

 • habitat

 • Characteristics that make it an insect

3.  Create a drawing to show how you classify or organize your clothes, free-time activities, toys, books, or 
DVDs.

4.  in this experiment, you will make predictions about evaporation and compare them to actual results.

 • take three pie plates. Fill as follows:

 + Pan 1: 
1
4 cup water

 + Pan 2: 
1
4 cup water and three cups soil

 + Pan 3: 
1
4 cup water and a five-inch square of black felt

 • Place the three pans in the sun.

 • Make predictions. how long will it take for the water to evaporate from each pan? Why?

 • Record how much water is left in each pan at one-hour intervals.

 • Make a chart that compares your predictions to the actual results. Give reasons for any discrepancies.

Mathematics
1. Chandra won a drama scholarship worth $1,000 to study in new York City. a roundtrip plane ticket is $320 

while a train ticket is $140. Once in new York, she can take acting classes at $60 per day or rehearse with an 
acting troupe as an extra in a production of Grease at $40 per day, with some instruction. Chandra’s food and 
other expenses are fixed at $45 per day. if she does not plan to spend any money other than the scholarship, 
what are all choices of travel and instruction plans she could afford to make? explain which option you think 
Chandra should select and why.

2. use the following set of numbers (2, 3, 4, 7) to write eleven separate equations that equal 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, and 10, respectively. You may use any operation we have studied, but you must use all four numbers in the 
set and use each operation only once within each equation. if you do not think you can write an equation equal 
to one of the numbers, explain how you came to that conclusion.

3. to help solve a national overpopulation problem, the government of a country rules that each family must stop 
having children as soon as they have one son. after a while, some families will have only one boy, some will have 
two girls and one boy, some will have three girls and one boy, and so on. also, some families will only have girls 
because they give up trying for a son. Would girls tend to outnumber boys in this country? What do you expect 
the ratio of boys to girls will be? (santulli, 2006)

4. a basketball player calculated her statistics on her own goal shooting. Over eleven games, her mean (average) 
score was 6, the median was 7, and the mode was 8. What might her scores be in each of the games?
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Elementary Level
1.  Create a baseball card for an insect of your choice. Give your insect a nickname to identify a specific 

characteristic (for example, “hairy” or “skitter”). include stats on your insect for the back of the card, including 
its size and other physical features.

2.  Retell a folktale or fairy tale from the villain’s perspective. share your story by creating a comic strip.

3.  Work with a group to put together a newspaper that covers historical events portrayed in the book you 
read. articles could include interviews (from key characters to people on the street), obituaries, weather reports 
for key episodes, editorials on controversial points, political cartoons, eyewitness reports, crossword puzzles, 
letters from key figures, and so on. Note: These must be historically accurate. Use other sources if necessary to 
support your statements.

4.  (First grade) Our grocery store sells hot dog buns in packages of ten. i like whole wheat buns, but i think 
that my guests for dinner like white buns. i didn’t want to buy two packages—that would be twenty buns, and 
we’d have to eat way too many hot dogs! i asked the grocer why he didn’t make packages with some white and 
some wheat buns. he said there would be so many ways to make them—like one white and nine wheat, or five 
white and five wheat, and so on—that he got confused just thinking about it and simply made all the packages 
the same! Do you think we could figure out all the different combinations?
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