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Handout 6 2

Learning Progression for Fractions

the following list, developed by Jane and a team of teachers,1 identifies what sixth-grade students 
learn about fractions. teachers used it to structure unit plans. they also had students use it to mark 
their progress in mastering fractions. 

1. i can give examples of how fractions are used in real life by drawing pictures or using words.

2. Fractions can describe equal parts of a whole. i can name each part as a fraction of a whole 
and name how many parts make a whole.

3. the bottom, or denominator, is the name or size of the part; the top, or numerator, is the 
number of equal-size parts of that name or size. i can use these terms.

4. i understand how to divide shapes, groups of objects, number lines, and other things into 
equal parts.

5. if you give me a fractional part of something, i can figure out what the whole is.

6. if i’m describing the same object, the larger the denominator, the smaller the equal part i’m 
describing. i can use this information to help me compare fractions and tell which one is 
larger or smaller.

7. i know the relative value of fractions with different denominators and can put them in order.

8. i know that the actual size of a fractional piece depends on the size of the whole.

9. i understand that fractions represent dividing things into fair, equal shares.

10. i understand that fractions can be thought of as indicating division.

11. i know how to figure out whether the value of a fraction is greater or less than 1
2.

12. i understand that fractions can have different names, and i can find equivalent fractions for 1
2, 

1
3, 1

4, and others.

13. i understand that if you multiply or divide both the numerator and the denominator of a 
fraction by the same number, you get a fraction that is equivalent to the original fraction.

14. i understand that the value of a fraction can be greater than 1, and i can explain what an 
improper fraction, such as 3

2, means.

15. if i divide an object into equal parts, i can use a fraction to describe each part. For example, 1
3 

can be read as “one of three,” and 1
6 can be read as “one of six.”

16. i understand how to use my knowledge of equivalent fractions to build or draw objects that 
have fractions with different denominators.

17. i understand that in order to add two or more fractions, the fractions must have the same 
denominator. i know how to find a common denominator and add two fractions.

1Developed in collaboration with Anne Bartel, Sue Benhardis, Joe Chan, and Christoper Wernimont.




