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FIGURE 3.1: 

 Instructional Framework Based on the Gradual  
Release of Responsibility Model of Instruction

Teacher Responsibility

Student Responsibility

 •

 • Demonstrates new strategies and skills
 • Establishes purpose for learning today and makes learning 

relevant
 • Models, scaffolds, and coaches

 • Uses questions, prompts, and cues to guide learning
 • Matches group members and tasks carefully

 • Plans purposeful learning activities
 • Facilitates group interactions

 • Creates engaging assignments
 • Assists as needed

 • Observes and questions
 • Participates in learning and  

reflections

 • Applies new learning with guidance
 • Responds to questions, prompts, 

and cues

 • Consolidates understanding through 
interactions with peers

 • Uses academic language and 
argumentation skills

 • Extends learning through synthesis and evaluation
 • Creates new understandings

Purpose and Modeling

Guided Instruction

Productive Group Work

Independent Learning

"I do it."

"We do it."

"You do it together."

"You do it alone."
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