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Figure 3.6: Unpack Essential Standards for  
Core Content Items and Skills

Standard:

Annotate this standard by doing the following.

• Content: Underline nouns within the standard.

• Skills: Circle verbs within the standard.

• Context: Place brackets around words that contextualize students’ use of content and skills.

Use the following columns to break down the standard.

Content (Nouns) 
What do students need to know? 
Include the DOK level associated 
with each content item.

Skills (Verbs) 
What do students need to be 
able to do? Include the DOK level 
associated with each skill.

Context 
What is the context for students’ 
use of these content and skills.

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Source: Adapted from Kramer, S. V., & Schuhl, S. (2017). School improvement for all: A how-to guide for doing the right 
work. Bloomington, IN: Solution Tree Press.
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