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Introduction: Reflect and Discuss
As you read this book, I encourage you to pause at the end of each chapter to reflect on or discuss the 
following questions. If you are reading this book on your own, you can reflect on these questions in a blog 
post, publish your thoughts on your favorite social media platform, or capture your thoughts in a journal or 
notebook. If you are reading this book as part of a book club or book study, use the following questions to 
facilitate vibrant in-person or online discussions. Regardless of the strategy you use, the goal is to get you 
thinking more deeply about the ideas and strategies presented in this book.

1. Think about your experiences as a learner. How would you describe the most engaging or effective 
learning experiences you have had as a student? What learning activities or instructional strategies 
were most effective in helping you learn as a student?

2. Create a Venn diagram comparing and contrasting the attributes and qualities of a teacher-centered 
classroom with a student-centered classroom. Would you describe your classes as teacher centered 
or student centered? How might a focus on developing a community of inquiry shift the focus from 
you to your students?

3. When you think about the three roles and responsibilities described in the teaching presence—(1) 
designer, (2) instructor, and (3) facilitator—which role do you spend the most time and energy in right 
now? Why do you spend so much time in this role? Do you enjoy it? Which role do you spend the least 
time and energy in? Is your current approach allowing you to connect with and support individual and 
small groups of learners?
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4. Which dimension of the social presence do you feel you currently do the best job of cultivating—
affective expression, open communication, or group cohesion? What strategies are you currently 
using to develop this dimension of the social presence?

5. Which dimension of the social presence do you feel you need to spend more time and energy 
cultivating—affective expression, open communication, or group cohesion? Why do you think this 
aspect of the social presence has been more challenging to develop?

6. What role does student-centered inquiry play in your class? How do you encourage students 
to explore and discuss topics, issues, concepts, or questions? How might leveraging an inquiry 
cycle, like the one described in the section on cognitive presence, impact student interest and 
engagement?
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