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Activity 3.2
Checklist for Phase II: Design

The questions pertaining to the design phase have been converted to commands that may serve as 
an ongoing checklist to help direct the development of common language assessment. If you wish, 
adapt the questions or comments you have generated for Activity 3.1 (page 63), and add them to 
the checklist.

A. Overall Design

 * Determine the purposes for common language assessment.

 * Agree upon the timing and placement for common language assessment.

 * Ensure that academic language is a component of the overall assessment design.

 * Become familiar with the components of the framework of common language 
assessment.

B. Examination and Selection of Standards

 * Use language development and academic content standards or Common Core State 
Standards to glean topics or themes.

 * Choose grade levels, languages, standards, and language domains.

 * Identify the academic language demands based on the analysis of selected 
standards.

 * Reference standards throughout the process of constructing common language 
assessment.

C. Common Language Tasks

 * Identify language goals (expectations for long-term proficiency), language targets 
(expectations for units of instruction), and the language objectives (expectations for 
individual lessons, differentiated by language proficiency levels).

 * Check to confirm that the language tasks are engaging for students and are a valued 
part of curriculum and instruction for language learners.

 * Make sure the language tasks reflect higher-order thinking and grade-level curricu-
lum and are differentiated according to students’ levels of language proficiency.

 * Integrate instructional assessment supports into the language tasks.

 * Document student performance using a recording form.
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