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Chapter 5: Apply It to Your Practice 
Working individually or in learning teams, reflect on these questions, and implement the commitments to 
your practice (for more information on engaging with these questions, please see the section titled Space for 
Reflective Practice on page 9 in the introduction). As always, strive to move from reflection to action. 

React to the Chapter
What are your key takeaways from this chapter? What was surprising to read? What did you connect with?

Review Positionality
How has language, culture, or international travel impacted your lived experiences and perspective on teach-
ing and learning? Write a blog post, journal entry, or vignette capturing the impact of these experiences.

Define Home
Why does home matter to classroom practice? How can educators both cultivate and honor home in their 
online or blended classroom, particularly when students are multilingual and multicultural learners? What are 
the challenges and possibilities of creating a sense of home in the online space? Talk with fellow educators 
about how they foster a sense of home in their classrooms.
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Learn About Culture for Culturally Responsive Teaching
Are there cultural groups in your school or classroom you know little about? These could be linguistic, eth-
nic, identity, or religious groups. Choose a group to start with, and commit to learning more. Read scholarly 
works. Watch documentaries. Reach out to leaders in the community. Invite guests into your classroom to 
share their cultural traditions. Remember, your students and their families are valuable experts.

Become a World Language Learner
Spend the next thirty days studying a language spoken by one or more students in your school. You can 
use one of many different language-learning programs, such as Rosetta Stone, Babbel, or Duolingo. What 
does this experience teach you about learning a language, having empathy, and connecting with multilingual 
students? Add the layer of committing to learn how to greet each of your students in their home language. 
(Note: You can make this a practice with fellow grade-level educators, your department, or your collaborative 
team to increase accountability and add a little friendly competition.)
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Audit a Course for UDL
Choose a course you teach, and analyze it for the following.

• How accessible is this course for your English learners? How accessible is it for your neurodiverse 
students?

• What opportunities do you see to add multimodal learning and performance opportunities?

• Which cultures are well represented in this course, and which are missing?

Sometimes, it is hard to see your own work clearly or critically. Asking an outside expert to review your work 
or audit it for accessibility can reveal issues you might have missed.
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