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Chapter 6: Apply It to Your Practice 
Working individually or in learning teams, reflect on these questions, and implement the commitments to 
your practice (for more information on engaging with these questions, please see the section titled Space for 
Reflective Practice on page 9 in the introduction). As always, strive to move your reflection to action. 

React to the Chapter
What are your key takeaways from this chapter? What was surprising to read? What did you connect with?

Center Strengths, Recognize Barriers
Review demographic data for your gifted and advanced programs.

• What do you notice about access and equity?

• Who are you representing?

• Who is underrepresented?

Next, focus on your culturally and linguistically diverse students, including twice-exceptional learners.

• List some barriers your twice- or thrice-exceptional learners are experiencing in school.

• Discuss how you can reduce or remediate those barriers.

• Consider the specific opportunities and identification measures your school community uses to ensure 
gifted and advanced programming is equitable.
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Finally, brainstorm classroom-based solutions as well as broader school- and district-based initiatives.

• What can you do from your immediate sphere of influence to expand equity, celebrate strengths, and 
create greater opportunities?

• What ideas from this brainstorm do you want to bring to school and district leaders to expand equity, 
celebrate strengths, and create greater opportunities?

Identify Online Opportunities
Consider and discuss how you can use online and blended learning to support high-ability and advanced 
learners. For instance, what courses and opportunities are available for acceleration, advancement, or enrich-
ment? Brainstorm how you can lower access barriers and provide support to ensure that all students who are 
interested in or ready for advanced coursework can take these courses. (These barriers may include access to 
technology, financial resources, and support networks.)

Coach With Heart
In this chapter, Marilyn Toalson, Matt Miltenberg, Jeff Kopolow, and Megan Lilien identified three key strategies 
for coaching with heart: (1) practicing positive corrections, (2) teaching active listening, and (3) focusing on 
values first. What coaching strategies can you use to promote student ownership of growth? How can you 
give feedback in a way that is well received and promotes learning? Ask students to help you identify the 
beloved academic and athletic coaches in your school. Observe these educators during practice, and take 
note of ways you can translate their coaching strategies to the classroom. While you are at practice (whether 
that is debate, basketball, or scholar bowl), be sure to congratulate and encourage any of your students you 
see in this new setting. Getting out of the classroom to connect with young people is a powerful relationship 
builder.
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