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R E P R O D U C I B L E

Figure 3.6: Grade 5 Writing Lesson

Grade 5 Writing Lesson: Descriptive Essay

The students write a logically organized and descriptive three-paragraph essay that conveys 
ideas with supportive details on their favorite book, movie, or place that they have visited.

UDL Applications

 § Representation

 � The teacher offers clarification of syntax and sentence structure by showing an 
animated video from BrainPOP Jr. (https://jr.brainpop.com/readingandwriting 
/sentence) to the students, followed by an interactive quiz. 

 § Action and Expression

 � Students access writing prompts, technology tools (such as National Council 
of Teachers of English’s Comic Creator [http://goo.gl/PvRBn]), and annotated 
performance examples that express character thoughts.

 § Engagement

 � Students write essays independently or with a peer.

UbD Applications

Students decide on their audience and identify whether their purpose is to inform, entertain, 
or persuade the reader to learn about, enjoy, or visit the setting.

RTI Applications

Tier 1: All students receive instruction on how to form a topic sentence, add details, and 
summarize thoughts with a closing sentence.

Tier 2: Students have individual teacher conferences daily and with a small group of students 
three times each week to revise writing with improved word choice and organizational 
instruction from the general education teacher and a reading specialist who is there during 
this time period.

Tier 3: Struggling learners receive more intensive writing guidelines from a literacy coach to 
plan, evaluate, revise, and self-regulate their writing. They get increased progress monitoring 
and more frequent conferencing with daily ongoing editing feedback and language 
instruction four times each week for fifteen- to twenty-minute periods.

Rigor

The teacher enforces writing norms (for example, students edit their work against rubrics), 
and writing occurs daily for twenty-five- to thirty-minute periods.
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R E P R O D U C I B L E

Monitoring

The teachers, interventionists, and coaches monitor student writing within the categories of 
writing conventions, sentence structure, vocabulary, organization of thoughts, and creativity 
against a rubric the students also receive. The students self-monitor against a writer 
checklist, with questions such as the following: 

 § Did I provide a clear and interesting beginning? 

 § Did I capitalize the first word in each sentence?

 § Did I include a topic sentence for each paragraph?

Individuality

Some students receive additional class time to plan and edit. Learners also maintain a writer’s 
notebook with ideas and topics that they reference as free-writing choices for stories to 
develop in school and at home. Both students who are struggling and students who are not 
struggling have time to freewrite when other students are getting intervention.
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