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Chapter 9: Next Steps
Please complete the following next steps as you consider changes that may be appropriate 
for your school or district so you can help establish greater and more effective parental 
involvement.

1. Examine current practices by considering the following questions.

• When asked, to what extent do parents understand how to navigate school 
processes and procedures?

• When asked, to what extent do parents understand how to support their children 
in becoming college and career ready?

• How impactful are your back-to-school nights, open houses, and parent 
information meetings? How do you know?

• How well do parents understand schoolwide expectations of the academic and 
behavioral skills that all students must master?

• To what extent do parents understand the supports that the district and school 
provide and how to access these supports? 

• How easily can parents access information about the needs and progress of  
their children?

• How significantly involved are parents in school decision making? How do you know?

2. Discover research- and evidence-based common-sense practices by doing the following.

• Survey parents to gather their input and opinions on key educational topics, 
including but not limited to their understanding of school systems and supports, 
their feelings about the effectiveness of district supports, and their knowledge of 
the key priorities to which the district and school are committed. 

• Provide meaningful opportunities for parents to be involved in their children’s 
progress, such as student-led conferences.

• Provide systematic and comprehensive information to all parents on the critical 
topics in education and with your schools (including those that parents have 
identified) so you build all parents’ capacity to support their children to college and 
career readiness, with the goal that parents can ultimately facilitate these sessions. 

• Authentically involve parents in problem solving and decision making around  
key educational ideas, particularly areas that directly impact them, such as grades 
and homework.

3. Identify what you will stop doing, and develop a stop-doing plan.

4. Identify what you will start doing, and develop a start-doing plan.
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