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Tea Party Example Sentences
Directions: Print off two copies of these statements that link to content from Giraffe Extinction (Anderson, 2020), 

and cut them apart so that each is on a separate strip of paper or cardstock. Provide each participant with one 
strip. Ask participants to share their pieces of information with each other and discuss which animal may be the 
common topic.

1. A writer described them as “a family of rare, long-stemmed, speckled, gigantic flowers slowly advancing.”

2. Egyptian pharaohs and Roman emperors included these animals in victory parades.

3. They are a keystone species in their ecosystem, meaning that other animals will be negatively affected 
in a drastic way if they become extinct.

4. Because of hunting, their numbers had been drastically reduced in South Africa by 1906.

5. In 1956, a woman became the first zoologist to come to Africa to do field research on a large mammal, 
predating male scientists. All of her letters to government officials were ignored. She finally used her 
initials to disguise her gender and gained permission from a farmer to study these animals as they 
roamed his land.

6. These animals naturally range over hundreds of miles of Savannah habitat. However, increased farming, 
resulting in deforestation, livestock grazing, and the building of roads and other infrastructure has 
fragmented their habitat, reducing their food and water resources and causing inbreeding.

7. Only about 50 percent of this animal survives its first year of life. The youngest in the herd are easy 
prey for lions, hyenas, cheetahs, and crocodiles.

8. There are four species of this animal, two of which qualify for the endangered species list. In 2015, 
only 5,175 of one of these species lived in the wild. Until recently, when the species counts were done, 
the fact that there are still close to 100,000 in total for the four species living in the wild blinded 
conservationists to the high risk of extinction these animals face.

9. This animal has the largest heart of any mammal. It beats around 170 times per minute, and its blood 
pressure averages 280/180 mm hg, compared to 120/80 for humans.

10. Software similar to facial-recognition software helps scientists tell individual animals apart for research 
purposes by analyzing spot patterns.

11. The males of this species average about 2,500 pounds and the females about 1,800 pounds. The 
largest male recorded weight about 4,500 pounds.

12. These animals spend 75 percent of the day eating tree leaves, shoots, pods, fruits, and occasionally 
grass. They sleep about four-and-a-half hours per day, sometimes standing and sometimes lying down.

13. The feet of these animals are about the same diameter as a dinner plate.

14. When males of this species fight each other, they tend to crash necks together rather than attack with 
their horns. The attacks cause bruising rather than more severe injuries.

15. The oxpecker, a bird species, often hitches a ride on this animal, dining on the ticks and other parasites 
that burrow into the animal’s skin. You might see up to a dozen oxpeckers hitching a ride at a time.

Source: Anderson, T. (2020). Giraffe extinction: Using science and technology to save the gentle giants. Minneapolis, 
MN: Twenty-First Century Books.
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