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Choosing Which Data to Collect
1. Identify something in your own work setting that you are interested in know-

ing more about (such as a curriculum gap, an instructional gap, a student skill 
deficit, or a student behavioral pattern).

Example: High school student skills with reading informational text

Your issue:  

 

2. To explore this issue, craft examples of each of the following.

A problem statement: The problem is .

Example: The problem is that students do not apply effective reading strategies to 
understand informational text.

Your problem statement:   

 

An inquiry: How are we doing with ? What are the essential differ-
ences between and ? Why does ? 
What are the most productive ?

Example: What are the essential differences between students who are skillful readers 
of informational text and those who are not?

Your inquiry:  

 

 

A hypothesis: If  then .

Example: If students are presented with multiple opportunities for guided reading of 
informational texts, then students will be more successful in transferring these skills 
to independent practice.

Your hypothesis:   
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3. Determine which framing structure might be the most productive to explore 
(problem statement, inquiry, or hypothesis).

Your framing structure:  

4. Identify at least three data sources you might tap to gather additional informa-
tion about your issue.

Examples: 

a. State or provincial and local reading assessment data

b. Interviews with skillful teachers to determine which reading skills they deem 
to be the most essential

c. Samples of students’ written responses to informational text

Your data sources:  
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