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R E P R O D U C I B L E

Empowering Global Citizens to Improve the World

Fernando Reimers (2016a) talks about the global citizen and his or her role in the future of world progress 
in a Huffington Post article. Reimers (2016a) reminds us that technology and its collaborative power lend 
global cultures all the power they need to come together over issues that affect us all. He also cautions us 
that some seek to misuse these advances. Says Reimers (2016a):

Some of the risks we face together are the potential result of such misuse of humanity’s 
scientific and technological advances. Risks [include] terrorism, cybercrime, organized 
crime, environmental degradation, government breakdown, corruption, illicit trade, fiscal 
crises, social inequality, racial and religious violence, among others.

The true global citizen, Reimers (2016a) says, is someone who can see the educational potential on both 
sides of the coin. He further cites that education has been key in empowering global citizens to be proactive 
in discovering the common thread of humanity that global cultures of all kinds share:

The opportunity to do this now could not be more timely, more urgent indeed. The 
Sustainable Development Goals, adopted by world leaders at the last general assembly 
of the United Nations, provide an aspirational vision of how to construct a world without 
poverty, with more social inclusion, without violence, with prosperity and sustainability. 
This world is within reach, and an index is now available. (Reimers, 2016a)

In other words, in the end, the key lies in understanding.

More Resources
Use the following resources to conduct your research.

• “Turning Students Into Global Citizens” (Reimers, 2016b): www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2016/08 
/03/turning-students-into-global-citizens.html

• “Flex Releases 2016 Global Citizenship Report” (PR Newswire, 2016): http://finance.yahoo.com 
/news/flex-releases-2016-global-citizenship-201500064.html

• “Why Startup Founders Ought to Be Global Citizens” (Upadhyaya, 2016): https://inc42.com 
/entrepreneurship/startup-founders-global-citizens

• “What Is Global Citizenship?” (IDEAS for Global Citizenship, n.d.): www.ideas-forum.org.uk 
/about-us/global-citizenship

Discussion Questions
Use the following questions to facilitate your classroom discussion.

• Why are global citizens regarded as the new citizens for our age?

• What do you personally feel are the most important characteristics of a global citizen?

• How important is it that global digital citizenship programs be taught in schools? Why?

• What kinds of beliefs or mindsets could possibly deter our society from becoming a global one in 
which we all support each other?

• What do you believe should be included in a program for educating global citizens?

• How do you practice global citizenship in your actions and relationships?

• What can you do to encourage global citizenship awareness in your own school?

page 1 of 2

http://go.SolutionTree.com/technology
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2016/08/03/turning-students-into-global-citizens.html
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2016/08/03/turning-students-into-global-citizens.html
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/flex-releases-2016-global-citizenship-report-300307995.html
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/flex-releases-2016-global-citizenship-report-300307995.html
https://inc42.com/entrepreneurship/startup-founders-global-citizens
https://inc42.com/entrepreneurship/startup-founders-global-citizens
http://www.ideas-forum.org.uk/about-us/global-citizenship
http://www.ideas-forum.org.uk/about-us/global-citizenship


R E P R O D U C I B L E

Growing Global Digital Citizens © 2018 Solution Tree Press • SolutionTree.com 
Visit go.SolutionTree.com/technology to download this free reproducible.

Global Digital Citizen Assessment Framework
Use this four-phase assessment framework to establish the connection between global citizenship and global 
awareness.

1. Phase 1 (awareness, connection, remembering): Has an awareness of some broader global issues; is 
sometimes considerate and may report inappropriate behavior

2. Phase 2 (understanding, applying): Displays characteristics of an emerging global citizen—shows 
some understanding of the cultural, religious, and gender differences; often shows respect for other 
peoples’ customs and beliefs; demonstrates that he or she is developing an understanding of the value 
and worth of diversity; generally is intolerant of inappropriate behavior and occasionally takes steps 
to report it

3. Phase 3 (analyzing, evaluating): Displays characteristics of a developing global citizen—analyzes cul-
tural, religious, and gender differences and uses them to guide his or her actions; shows respect for 
other peoples’ customs and beliefs; will sometimes value and celebrate differences as part of the rich 
human tapestry; generally is intolerant of racist, abusive, sexist, or inappropriate behavior and some-
times takes steps to report it

4. Phase 4 (evaluating, creating): Displays the characteristics of a global citizen—considers and evalu-
ates cultural, religious, and gender differences and mediates his or her actions and interactions by 
considering them; consistently shows respect and care for other peoples’ customs and beliefs; values 
and celebrates differences as part of a rich human tapestry; shows intolerance of racist, abusive, sex-
ist, or inappropriate behavior and, where possible, takes the appropriate steps to prevent or report it

Discussion and Assessment Debrief
After conversation, students develop their own opinions about the assessment.

• How did you evaluate this line from the assessment framework and why?

• How does the line from the assessment framework fit into the conversation?

• What does it mean for us? For the community? For the world?
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