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R E P R O D U C I B L E

Has Responsibility Left the Building?

Catholic High School for Boys in Little Rock, Arkansas, has taken extreme measures to ensure its young 
students are learning to handle their own affairs. The school has essentially banned parents from bringing 
any items forgotten at home by their sons in an attempt to foster a sense of personal responsibility among 
the students.

A sign outside the school reads: “If you are dropping off your son’s forgotten lunch, books, homework, equip-
ment, etc., please TURN AROUND and exit the building. Your son will learn to problem solve in your absence.”

This measure has sparked both kudos and outrage across the parental community. Some parents are laud-
ing the school’s efforts to teach students self-reliance, while others are shocked by what they refer to as a 
disgusting school policy.

More Resources
Use the following resources to conduct your research.

• “Promoting Responsible and Ethical Digital Citizens” (McGilvery, 2012): www.educationworld.com 
/a_tech/responsible-student-technology-use.shtml

• “Teaching Global Digital Citizenship? Use These 10 Essential Questions” (Crockett, 2017): https 
://globaldigitalcitizen.org/teaching-global-digital-citizenship-10-essential-questions

• “Are We Teaching Responsibility Or Just Obedience?” (Kline, n.d.): www.changekidslives.org 
/thoughts-2

Discussion Questions
Use the following questions to facilitate your classroom discussion.

• What is your opinion of the measures this school has taken to ensure student responsibility?

• Why would a school decide to take this approach? What may have caused the school to make  
this decision?

• What would happen if your school imposed the same rules? What would your parents’ reaction be?

• How can the school ensure that students take personal responsibilities seriously without having to 
impose strict guidelines and rules for compliance?

• Do you feel that what the school is doing is an ethical and effective approach, or a violation of rights?

Global Digital Citizen Assessment Framework
Use this four-phase assessment framework to establish the connection between personal responsibility and 
accountability.

1. Phase 1 (awareness, connection, remembering): Shows awareness that his or her actions affect others 
and that others’ actions affect him or her; occasionally accepts responsibility for his or her actions and 
attempts to change his or her behaviors

2. Phase 2 (understanding, applying): Shows awareness that he or she has an impact on a personal and 
local scale; considers his or her behaviors and actions, often taking responsibility, and applies changes 
to behaviors and observes results
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3. Phase 3 (analyzing, evaluating): Analyzes the impact of his or her behaviors and actions on a personal, 
local, and global scale; frequently takes responsibility and often undertakes measures to avoid, reduce, 
or minimize impacts

4. Phase 4 (evaluating, creating): Evaluates the impact of his or her behaviors and actions on a personal, 
local, and global scale; accepts responsibility and is proactive in undertaking what measures he or she 
can to avoid, reduce, or minimize impacts

Discussion and Assessment Debrief
After conversation, students develop their own opinions about the assessment.

• How did you evaluate this line from the assessment framework and why?

• How does the line from the assessment framework fit into the conversation?

• What does it mean for us? For the community? For the world?
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