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Role Play for Grades 3–5 and Beyond
Role playing for grades 3–5 brings unique opportunities that build on the skills developed in the 
K–2 classroom, focusing on more advanced thinking and collaboration. We want to help you see the 
contrast between these developmental stages and spark ideas for your classroom. Teachers might 
find inspiration for challenging advanced second graders or supporting gifted and talented students. 
This guide is useful if you’re working across grade levels, helping you create activities that connect 
students of different ages and abilities. Our goal is to give you flexible tools that meet the needs of all 
your learners.

If you’re teaching in a grades 3–5 classroom or beyond, you can expand this role-play activity with 
more detailed roles to deepen students’ understanding. Consider assigning specific roles that reflect 
various parts of an ecosystem, such as different types of plants, animals, or environmental elements 
like water or air. For example, students could take on the role of a tree, explaining how it provides 
oxygen, shelter, and food, or they could act as a river, describing how it supports life and impacts the 
surrounding land. These expanded roles allow students to explore the complex interactions within an 
ecosystem, reinforcing systems thinking as they see how each part is interconnected and essential to 
the whole.

Role Scenario
Natural disaster 
relief worker

Students can role play as volunteers providing aid to 
individuals affected by hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, or 
wildfires.

They must demonstrate empathy, active listening, and 
problem-solving skills to support those in need.

Evacuee from a 
natural disaster

Students act out the experience of being evacuated from 
their home due to a wildfire or hurricane.

They have to express their emotions, fears, and concerns 
while seeking help and understanding from others.

Community 
resilience 
meeting

Students simulate a community resilience meeting after 
a natural disaster in which residents discuss recovery 
efforts and support systems.

This scenario encourages students to consider the needs 
of others, offer assistance, and express empathy toward 
their neighbors in a time of crisis.

Climate refugee Students portray individuals forced to leave their homes 
due to long-term effects of climate change, such as 
drought or rising sea levels.

This scenario helps students understand the challenges 
faced by climate refugees and the importance of 
empathy in their situation.

You’ve put a lot of time and effort into designing and teaching your thematic unit, and you’ve likely 
seen areas of growth and spots where there’s room to move forward. It might be helpful to revisit 
chapters 3 and 4 in the book (pages 57 and 79) if you need additional guidance.
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