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Analytic Rubric for the Practice of Analyzing and Interpreting Data

Initiating Developing Achieving Advancing

Gathering 
Data

Rarely gathers an appropriate 
amount of evidence

Sometimes gathers an appropriate 
amount of evidence

Usually gathers an appropriate 
amount of evidence

Consistently gathers an appropri-
ate amount of evidence

Organizing 
and Present-
ing Data

Displays significant omissions or 
inaccuracies that interfere with the 
overall understanding of what is 
presented

Often displays omissions or 
inaccuracies that interfere with the 
overall understanding of what is 
presented

At times, displays some minor 
omissions or inaccuracies, but 
nothing that interferes with overall 
understanding

Consistently displays well-
organized data, presented in a 
logical way that makes it easy to 
understand

Making Sense 
of Data

Recognizes only the most 
straightforward patterns and big 
ideas

Recognizes some patterns and a 
few big ideas

Recognizes important patterns and 
the crucial big ideas

Recognizes insightful patterns and 
the inconspicuous big ideas

Evaluating  
the Quality  
of the Data

Knows that critiquing the quality 
of evidence is important, but rarely 
does it with any kind of precision; 
challenged to recognize why 
evidence lacks credibility

Understands the importance of 
critiquing the quality of evi dence, 
but only does it under the most 
obvious circumstan ces; explains 
why evidence lacks credibility when 
it’s glaring

Critiques the quality of evidence 
to ensure accuracy, relevance, 
and validity; often explains why 
evidence lacks credibility

Critiques the quality of evidence 
to ensure accuracy, relevance, 
and validity; thoroughly and 
consistently explains why evidence 
lacks credibility

Deriving 
Meaning From 
the Data

Draws only the most obvious and 
overly simplistic conclusions; some 
inaccurate

Draws somewhat accurate, but 
often vague, inferences and 
conclusions

Draws accurate, but sometimes 
narrowly focused inferences and 
conclusions

Draws accurate and comprehensive 
inferences and conclusions

Making 
Data-Based 
Decisions or 
Solutions

Rarely justifies decisions or 
solutions with accurate and 
relevant information; identifies few 
new insights and ignores the limits 
of most other possible decisions or 
outcomes

Sometimes justifies decisions 
or solutions with accurate and 
relevant information; identifies 
narrow insights and superficially 
acknowledges the limits of most 
other possible outcomes

Often justifies decisions or 
solutions with accurate and 
relevant information; explains new 
insights and recognizes the limits 
of most other possible decisions or 
outcomes

Consistently justifies decisions or 
solutions with accurate and relevant 
information; thoroughly explains 
new insights and recognizes the 
limits of all other possible decisions 
or outcomes
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