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R E P R O D U C I B L E

Figure 5.2: Protocol for Preassessing Students’ 
Understanding of Learning Expectations

Activity Evidence 
Produced

Team-Based Learning From the 
Collective Artifacts and Evidence

1. Early in the unit of study, 
employ a preassessment that 
provides one or two open-
ended questions for each 
learning target of the unit. 
Require learners to attempt 
an answer, even if they don’t 
understand the target yet. Do 
not accept blank spaces, “I 
don’t know,” or “I don’t care” 
answers. Walk around to ensure 
completion.

2. Gather the assessments, and 
hold on to them; do not score 
them. You will return them and 
gather them again repeatedly 
throughout the unit of study.

• Student 
answers to 
key questions, 
target by target

• Examine the artifacts to answer 
the following questions.
• Have students already 

mastered any target areas 
that won’t require teaching?

• Have any mistakes, errors, or 
misconceptions emerged? 
(If so, create a list of the 
things that will require more 
focused clarity throughout 
the unit as instruction 
continues.)

• Could we preserve any 
sample responses and share 
them anonymously to give 
students practice with error 
analysis and collaborative 
scoring?

• Create a bank of answers that 
teachers can use (not in the 
classroom of the student who 
generated the response, and 
never in a way that pinpoints 
the author of the work or 
that shames the quality of 
the work).
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Activity Evidence 
Produced

Team-Based Learning From the 
Collective Artifacts and Evidence

3. After a body of instruction has 
occurred (for example, after 
several days or a week), return 
the preassessment (with no 
markings) to the students.

4. Have the students revisit the 
specific questions they should 
now be able to answer based 
on the previous learning (for 
example, you might say, “Please 
look at questions 3, 4, and 9”). 
Ask learners to modify their 
answers if they would like. It 
shouldn’t matter if they erase 
the first answer or if they use 
a different color to write the 
new answer. The point is to 
determine if they have a more 
accurate answer to share. (For 
example, you might ask, “Do you 
want to change your answers 
now that we have studied the 
target in more depth?”)

5. Gather the preassessments. 
Put a dot next to the questions 
that students revisited if they 
still have wrong answers. Do 
not return the preassessments 
until the next round (unless 
the learning needs to be fixed 
before you advance; in that 
case, return them as needed).

• Student 
answers to 
key questions 
target 
by target

• New insights 
into continued 
misconcep-
tions, errors, or 
mistakes

• Examine the specific questions 
that students had to revise, and 
answer the following questions.
• Have students now 

mastered the target area in 
question? If so, can we move 
on? If not, must we fix the 
misunderstandings or errors 
before advancing?

• Do students have any 
persistent mistakes, errors, 
or misconceptions? (If so, 
create a list of the things 
that will require more 
focused clarity throughout 
the unit as instruction 
continues.)

• Could we preserve any 
sample responses and share 
them anonymously to give 
students practice with error 
analysis and collaborative 
scoring?

• Add to the bank of answers 
and artifacts that teachers can 
use (not in the classroom of 
the student who generated the 
response, and never in a way 
that pinpoints the author of the 
work or that shames the quality 
of the work).

6. Continue the process, periodi-
cally returning the preassess-
ment (following instruction), 
and allow learners to fix previ-
ous answers, especially those 
that you have now dotted as 
errors or misconceptions.

7. Return the completely revised 
preassessment before the sum-
mative assessment. Ask learners 
to target those areas on their 
preassessment that they know 
will require more time and study 
efforts (or focused revision) as 
they prepare for the summa-
tive assessment.

• New answers 
to key 
questions, 
target by 
target, 
following 
focused 
revision

• New insights 
into continued 
misconcep-
tions, errors, or 
mistakes fol-
lowing focused 
revision

• Continue gathering 
team insights; isolating 
common mistakes, errors, 
or misconceptions; and 
generating potential 
anonymous samples to use 
with students to help clarify 
what they have wrong and 
what they have right with each 
learning target.

Source: Adapted from Mattingly, 2016. Used with permission.
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