
Chapter 8: Interpret

Technology Integration

This technology integration lesson features the following technology.

• SMART Board

• Smartphone or laptop

• Google Share

• Google Docs

• Microsoft Word

• Google Drawings app

• YouTube

• Rubric generators

• Blogs

Digital Integration Task

Introduce the one-minute write (see this chapter’s Instructional Strategy, page 88) by posting its outcome 
and the procedures on the SMART Board. Invite each student to open and name a Word document or 
Google Doc on his or her digital device and title it “One Minute #    .” You can supply the topic, 
or ask students to pick their own topics.

After one minute, ask students to stop writing, save the post, count the words, and record the number at 
the end of the last sentence. Set an expanded number goal for the next round as they extend and expand 
their ideas with more words. Repeat the one-minute write in the hopes of attaining the new word count.

In an all-class round-robin, ask students to complete a prompt such as “XRAY helped me interpret my 
partner’s post by        ,” and then sending an email to the SMART Board for all to see. 

Grade-Level Digital Variations

The following sections provide grade-level variations for incorporating technology into lessons.

 Elementary Level

Engage beginning language students in building their phonemic awareness via digital tools. Help them 
create an alphabet chart with words for each letter of the alphabet. Using Microsoft Word, show students 
how to download and paste each letter with an image they search, download, copy, and paste onto a page 
(for example, for the letter A, students should find pictures of something whose name begins with A: alliga-
tor, apple, or arrow). Help these novice readers make an interpretation of the connection between the word 
and the beginning letter. Go a step further, and play an alphabet version of the I Spy game. Go outside for a 



walk, and have students take turns picking out an object in your surroundings and saying, “I spy something 
that begins with the letter    .” 

  Middle Level

Have student teams create an alphabet big book to read to preK, kindergarten, or first-grade classes. Watch 
the YouTube video “How to Make a Big Book” (www.youtube.com/watch?v=_aHsA4MoxZQ) with the 
class, and make a guiding rubric for the project (instructions are available at www.rcampus.com/rubric 
showc.cfm?code=ABW57&sp=yes&). Next, show your student teams how to download images or draw and 
save sketches. (The online article “7 Free Drawing Apps for Your Students and Kids,” is available at www 
.educatorstechnology.com/2012/06/7-free-drawing-apps-for-your-students.html, and provides top choices 
from which you can select and add to your digital instructional toolkit.) Encourage teams to consult the 
rubric as they make their big books. 

Arrange for students to read to younger children in various classes. (You may let your student teams pair 
with teams of younger students rather than read to a whole class.) As part of the readings, prepare your 
students to ask the younger students to interpret the images and connect to a key letter selected from the 
big book.

  Secondary Level

Introduce your students to a blog format of identifying a topic, asking a driving question, answering it 
in less than 800 words, and adding two or three sentences about the author. Create a blog template within 
Microsoft Word or Google Docs, then assign the students a topic about which to blog approximately 600 
to 800 words. For example, you may ask them to interpret a short poem or story. Allow students time to 
work alone or in twos or threes to compose their blogs with a guiding rubric you provide (for examples, 
see rubistar.4teachers.org). Share finished examples on the SMART Board, and give warm feedback with 
clarifying questions. If students have completed the Clarify lesson (page 75), review that skill and invite 
students to develop the skill by asking clarifying questions during feedback.


