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Figure 9.1: Essential Learning Chart
Instructions: Working in collaborative teams, examine all relevant documents, Common Core 
State Standards, state standards, and district power standards, and then apply the criteria 
of endurance, leverage, and readiness to determine what standards are essential for all stu-
dents to master. Remember, less is more. For each standard selected, complete the remain-
ing columns (that is, Description of Standards, Example of Rigor, Prerequisite Skills, When 
Taught, Common Summative Assessment, and Extension Standards). Complete this chart 
by the second or third week of the instructional period (semester).

What Is It We Expect Students to Learn?
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