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Culturally Responsive Instruction

Strategies I Will Use . . . 
(This could include service learning, 

storytelling, creative writing, cooperative 
learning, community involvement, seminars, 

discussions, dialogues, and so on.)

Validating
Acknowledge the legitimacy of the cultural heritage of different 
ethnic groups, both as legacies that affect students’ dispositions, 
attitudes, and approaches to learning, and as worthy content to be 
taught in the formal curriculum.

Build bridges of meaning between home and school experiences, as 
well as between academic abstractions and lived sociocultural realities.

Use a wide variety of instructional strategies that match with 
different learning styles.

Teach students to know and appreciate their own and others’ cultural 
heritage.

Incorporate multicultural information, resources, and materials in all 
subjects and skills routinely taught in the classroom.

Comprehensive
Teach the whole child by developing students’ intellectual, social, 
emotional, and political learning; enhance connections to the 
community to instill collective attitudes of success and commitment.

Multidimensional
Encompass curriculum content, learning context, classroom climate, 
student-teacher relationships, instructional techniques, and 
performance assessments; explore multiple perspectives; collaborate 
crossdisciplinarily to teach key themes or issues.

Empowering
Help students believe they can succeed in learning tasks and can 
overcome setbacks to pursue success relentlessly; develop structure 
and provide resources to boost the probability of student success.

Transformative
Develop academic success and cultural consciousness simultaneously; 
encourage students to give back to their respective communities and 
participate fully in overall society; help students understand the social 
structures and processes related to discrimination and prejudice, and 
develop skills to remove them.

Emancipatory
Help students realize that no single version of the truth is total and 
permanent in all circumstances; give students the freedom to move 
beyond traditional canons of knowledge to engage in new ways of 
knowing and thinking, find their own voices, and contextualize issues 
in multiple cultural perspectives.

Source: Gay, G. (2000). Culturally responsive teaching: Theory, research, and practice. New York: Teachers College Press.
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