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R E P R O D U C I B L E

Being an Authoritative Teacher 
After dealing with a specific classroom incident that was not resolved effectively, use this checklist 
to help compare your actions with the Seven Rules for the Teacher. Check off the rule (or rules) that 
would have resulted in a better outcome. Think of ways you can be more consistent in following this 
rule in the future and note them after the rule.

 � Rule 1: Always be predictable.

 � Rule 2: Make the consequence fit the incident.

 � Rule 3: Never threaten a student.

 � Rule 4: Ensure that yes always means yes and no always means no.

 � Rule 5: Don’t reward a student for negative behavior.

 � Rule 6: If you didn’t see it, you probably shouldn't give a consequence.

 � Rule 7: Don’t force apologies.
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