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REPRODUCIBLE

Complete and Discuss the Self-Evaluation
District and school leadership teams should begin or continue their work 
by completing the Self-Evaluation Rubric (page 180) and then, in groups, 
compare their perceptions and discuss the appropriate next steps.

Focus Improvement Efforts on Data Literacy and Assessment 
for Learning

All students, particularly those who are underachieving, need clear 
targets. Educators must be data proficient and assess learning effectively.

Go Beyond Mandated Tests
Use a variety of assessments, not just standardized multiple-choice 
norm- or criterion-referenced tests. Set clear goals, and communicate 
them to students and their families. 

Create School and District Profiles and Classroom Snapshots
Examine sources of readily available data at the district and school 
level, and compile snapshots of data for individual students. Teacher-
developed student profiles will provide critical data to design appropriate 
interventions. Recommendations should be widely shared and should 
include an action plan. Data should be prioritized by level of student 
need.

Use Assessment for Learning
Use the results of assessments to modify instruction to improve learning, 
and involve students in setting goals and tracking their own progress.

Engage All Stakeholders in Assessment
Assessment impacts everyone. Build capacity among all stakeholders 
(administrators, teachers, parents, and the community) to understand 
and participate in the process. Support teachers in their work.

Create Assessment-Literacy Learning Teams
Every school should establish small, focused teams to accomplish the 
goal of building capacity in assessment literacy. 

(continued)



REPRODUCIBLE

Next Steps

179The Kids Left Behind © 2007 Solution Tree Press • www.solution-tree.com

Embed Assessment in All Aspects of Teaching and Learning
Make assessment a part of the learning process for students. Using clear 
targets for students and teachers to drive instruction will yield immediate 
achievement gains, particularly for the underachieving children of 
poverty. 


