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R E P R O D U C I B L E

Figure 8.1: Annotation Examples

Skill
What Students 

Underline, Circle, 
or Highlight

What Students 
Record

Annotation Task

Identify dialogue 
that develops events 
or shows responses 
of characters.

Meaningful parts of 
the dialogue

The purpose of 
dialogue exchange

Underline words and phrases in 
dialogue passages you think are 
important. Then, in the margin, 
respond to these questions: Why 
do you think what you underlined 
is important? What does it reveal to 
the reader?

Use context clues 
to determine the 
meaning of unknown 
words.

Unknown vocabulary 
words or terms and 
surrounding clues

Definition, example, 
or symbol

Circle words you do not know. 
Underline any nearby text that 
gives you clues to what the words 
mean. Then, in the margin, write a 
definition, example, or symbol to 
show what the word means.

Ask and answer 
questions to 
demonstrate 
understanding of 
a text, referring 
explicitly to the text 
as the basis for the 
answers.

Details or 
information that 
incite thinking, 
wonderment, 
confusion, or 
questions

A question about the 
text

Mark particular details that make 
you wonder about the text or 
confuse you in some way. Then write 
any questions you have about the 
text in the margin. 

Describe characters 
by their traits, 
motivations, and 
feelings.

Words and phrases 
that give clues to 
a protagonist’s 
character traits

A character trait Underline any words and phrases 
that help you understand a 
character’s trait. In the margin, write 
the trait that you feel describes this 
character.
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