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REPRODUCIBLE

Critical Components of Reading:  
Questions for Literacy Teams to Consider

The National Reading Panel’s (National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, 2000) five pillars 
of reading—(1) vocabulary, (2) phonemic awareness, (3) phonics, and (4) fluency—and oral language are 
discussed in chapter 2. As a team, consider the following questions for each applicable pillar.

•	 Vocabulary: How does your team ensure students engage in tasks that expand their vocabulary during the 
literacy block? 

•	 Phonemic awareness: How does your team ensure early readers or those students who have difficulty 
decoding words develop strong phonemic awareness during the literacy block?

•	 Phonics: How does your team systematically build students’ phonics skills and provide opportunities 
during the literacy block for them to apply those phonics skills to decode continuous text and encode to 
write for authentic purposes?

•	 Fluency: How does your team develop reading fluency during the literacy block so that students read 
accurately with expression whether they are reading aloud or to themselves?

•	 Comprehension: How does your team ensure that all reading tasks lead to comprehension during the 
literacy block so that students understand that the reason they develop their vocabulary, phonemic 
awareness, phonics, and fluency skills is so that they can better read and understand any text they 
encounter?

•	 Oral language: Does your team provide opportunities for students to develop their oral language within 
the literacy block? 
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