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Quick Thinking Jobs for Reading Fiction Books

Thinking Job Ideas

(Purpose or goal for reading; what 
the reader will be thinking about 

during reading)

Ways to Mark Text

(Students can mark with a pencil 
or colored pencils in the text if 
they own the book, use sticky 

notes to show their thinking on 
that page if it’s a borrowed book, 
or just fold the page down to note 
the thinking if they own the book.) 

Ways to Share Your Thinking Job

(These are statement stems to 
grow your discussions about 

your thinking job. Use what you 
marked during reading to help 

you during these fun discussions 
with a sibling, grandparent, friend, 
parent, or someone else you want 

to share with.)

Is my prediction about this story 
or chapter accurate?

Which details make my prediction 
accurate or inaccurate?

• Highlight the details that show 
accuracy.

• Place an X next to details 
that are different from your 
original prediction.

• My prediction was accurate 
in some areas based on the 
following details . . .

• My prediction was inaccurate 
in some areas based on the 
following details . . .

Where does this story mainly take 
place?

How does the setting (where and 
when) change throughout the 
story?

• Place a sticky note on the 
details that show the setting—
time, place, location, and so 
on—and how the settings 
changed throughout the 
story (a sticky note on each 
different setting)

• The setting mainly was in 
(location or place)  . . ..

• When it took place was  . . ..

• The setting changed in the 
following ways throughout the 
chapter . . .

Who are the minor characters 
and which character is the main 
character?

How do I know?

• Circle the face or name of the 
main character.

• Underline the names of the 
minor characters.

• The main character in the 
story is . . . because . . ..

• The minor characters are . . .  
They are minor characters 
because . . .

What is the main problem or 
problems in this story?

Why are they problems?

Who do the problems affect?

• Place a small sticky note on 
each problem you encounter 
while reading.

• Circle names of characters the 
problems affect.

• The main problems in this 
story are . . .

• They are problems 
because . . .

• The following event could 
have prevented the problem 
by . . .

How are the problems resolved or 
not resolved?

What are some of the solutions?

• Place sticky notes on the 
solutions to the problems 
or how the problems were 
resolved.

• Create your own solutions by 
writing ideas on sticky notes 
and placing on the problem in 
the text.

• A solution to the problem 
was . . . I think it was a good 
solution because . . .. I would 
have chosen a different 
solution if I were the author 
because . . .

• The best solution to the 
problem is . . . because . . .
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What words or phrases are 
confusing, exciting, or funny, or 
helped me visualize the story 
better or created a spark in my 
brain? (These can be figurative 
language, such as similes, 
onomatopoeia, personification, 
and so on.)

• Underline the words or 
phrases that jumped out at 
you or caused an emotional 
reaction.

• Place a heart or smiley face 
next to phrases or sections 
you loved.

• The following section made 
me laugh out loud because . . .

• I love this figurative language 
because . . .

• This word is awkward, funny, 
or confusing because . . .

• I visualized the following in 
this section because . . .

• I didn’t understand . . . 
because . . .

What is my favorite part from the 
reading and why?

What is my least favorite part  
and why?

What surprised me?

• Place a heart or smiley face 
next to details or sections that 
were positive to you.

• Place a frowning face next to 
your least favorite sections.

• My favorite part was . . . 
because . . .

• My least favorite part was . . . 
because . . .

• The event that surprised me 
the most was . . .

What connections with myself, 
other books I have read, movies 
I have seen, songs I have heard, 
or other parts of the country or 
world can I make with this book?

• Place a T-T for text-to-(other)
text connections (other books 
you have read)

• Place a T-S for text-to-self 
connections (movies, songs, 
about you)

• Place a T-W for text-to-world 
connections (about other 
countries, people, cultures, 
and so on)

• This reminds me of . . .

• This part reminds me of a 
book or movie in that . . .

• This section is similar to . . .

What are the most important 
events in this story?

Why are they important?

• Place sticky notes or number 
the most important events 
to help you tell the gist or 
summarize the story to 
someone who has not read 
the book.

• The most important events in 
order are . . .

What are some causes and effects 
in this story?

• Place a C next to causes and 
an E next to the effects.

• Some cause-and-effect 
relationships I encountered in 
the story were . . .
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