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Quick Thinking Jobs for Reading Nonfiction Books 

Thinking Job Ideas

(Purpose or goal for reading; what 
the reader will be thinking about 

during reading)

Ways to Mark Text

(Students can mark in the text 
if they own the book, use sticky 

notes to show their thinking on that 
page if it’s a borrowed book, or just 

fold the page down to note their 
thinking if they own the book.) 

Ways to Share Your Thinking Job

(These are statement stems to get 
your discussions growing about 

your thinking job. Discuss what you 
found with a sibling, grandparent, 

friend, parent, or someone else 
you’d like to share with.)

What questions about this topic 
pop into my head while reading 
this information?

• On sticky notes, write the 
questions that pop into your 
head while reading. Search 
online and find the answers 
after reading.

Some examples follow.

• To author: Why did you . . .

• To parent or guardian: I’m 
confused . . .

• To self: The question I want 
to explore more is . . . 

• “I wonder . . .”

• “What would happen if . . . ?”

• “What if . . . ?”

• “Why . . . ?”

• “Could . . . ?

• “Should . . . ?”

What details from the author do I 
agree or disagree with? Why?

• Draw a smiley face or 
frowning face next to details 
you agree or disagree with 
and be prepared to  
explain why.

• “I agree or disagree with this 
statement because . . .”

What do I already know about 
this topic versus what is new 
information to me?

• Highlight anything that is new 
information to you. If space 
allows, write a response you 
have to this new information 
(new question, clarification 
statement, “Wow this changes 
my thoughts on . . .”)

• “I already knew the following 
about this topic while reading 
. . .”

• “But I never knew . . . and 
these details are making 
me respond in the following 
ways . . .”

If I had to summarize what I read 
in one or two key sentences, what 
would I say?

• Place sticky notes on very 
important details you believe 
point to the main idea. Circle 
reoccurring phrases and 
words that prove what the 
main idea of this text is.

• “This section is mostly about 
. . . The main idea of this 
section is . . . I know this 
because of the following 
details. The most important 
idea in my reading was . . . 
because . . .”

What words are interesting, 
intriguing, confusing, or hard to 
determine their meaning?

• Circle any interesting, 
intriguing, confusing, or 
difficult-to-understand words. 
Guess the words’ meanings 
and write those guesses next 
to the words. Look up the 
words in a dictionary to see if 
your guesses were correct.

• “The following words were 
interesting because . . .

• “The following words were 
intriguing because . . .”

• “The following words were 
confusing, or I didn’t know 
their meaning . . . but I 
responded by . . .”
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What facts or details are missing 
from this book? Why would I have 
added them if I were the author?

• Write your ideas on sticky 
notes and place them on the 
pages you wish they would 
have been on.

• I believe the author should 
have included the following 
facts, graphics, details, 
explanations, and so on . . . 
because . . .

What are some similar and 
different details about another 
topic I know much about? 
Compare and contrast this book’s 
topic to this known topic.

• Write similarities with the 
book topic and another topic 
you know much about on 
sticky notes. Place the sticky 
notes on the book’s details 
you’re comparing.

• Write differences with the 
book topic and another topic 
you know much about on 
sticky notes. Place the sticky 
notes on the book’s details 
you’re contrasting.

•  . . . and  . . . both have  . . . in 
common. They are the same 
because . . .

•  . . . is different from  . . . 
because  . . ..

•  . . . is  . . .. However,  . . .  
is  . . ..

What are the most important 
details that helped me 
comprehend the text better?

• Underline the most important 
details in this text. Be ready to 
explain why you think they are 
the most important details on 
this topic.

• The most important 
information in this text is . . . 
because . . .

• If . . . were left out, the text 
would be challenging to 
comprehend fully because . . .

What connections to myself, other 
books I have read, movies I have 
seen, songs I have heard, or other 
parts of the country or world can I 
make with this book?

• Write T-T for text-to-(other)
text connections (that is, 
other books you have read 
recently).

• Write T-S for text-to-self 
connections (that is, movies, 
songs, about you).

• Place T-W for text-to-world 
connections (about other 
countries, people, cultures, 
and so on).

• This reminds me of . . .

• This part reminds me of a 
book or movie because . . .

• This section is similar to . . .

• This information is similar to 
the country . . ..

What are some causes and effects 
in this text?

• Place a C next to causes and E 
next to the effects.

• Some cause and effect 
relationships I encountered in 
this reading were . . .
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