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REPRODUCIBLE

Sample Grade 1 Unit: Using Tens and Ones to Compare,  
Add, and Subtract—Essential Learning Standards

In this example, the standards in the left column present a more formal representation of each essential learning 
standard, often as seen in state standards. The middle column shows the essential learning standards as a 
teacher would write them on an assessment in student-friendly, I can language. The right column unwraps each 
standard into daily learning targets for lesson designing and planning.

Formal Unit Standards
(Generic state standard language)

Essential Learning 
Standards for 

Assessment and 
Reflection

(Student-friendly language)

Daily Learning Targets
What students have to know and be able to do

(Unwrapped standards)

1. Compare two two-digit numbers 
based on meanings of the tens and 
ones digits, recording the results of 
comparisons with the symbols >, =, 
and <. 

I can compare two 
numbers and write my 
answer using <, =, or >.

• Compare two two-digit numbers based on 
meanings of the tens and ones digits.

• Record comparisons of numbers using the symbols 
>, =, and <.

2. Add within 100, including adding a 
two-digit number and a one-digit 
number, and adding a two-digit 
number and a multiple of 10, using 
concrete models or drawings and 
strategies based on place value, 
properties of operations, the 
relationship between addition and 
subtraction, or all of these; relate 
the strategy to a written method 
and explain the reasoning you use. 
Understand that in adding two-digit 
numbers, one adds tens and tens, 
ones and ones; and sometimes it is 
necessary to compose a ten.

I can add within 100 and 
show my thinking.

• Add a two-digit number and one-digit number 
within 100 using one of the following strategies, 
relate it to a written method, and explain the 
reasoning you use.

 } Concrete models
 } Drawings (include number lines)
 } Strategies based on place value 
 } Relationship between addition and subtraction

• Add a two-digit number and multiple of 10 within 100 
using one of the following strategies, relate it to a 
written method, and explain the reasoning you use.

 } Concrete models
 } Drawings (include number lines)
 } Strategies based on place value 
 } Relationship between addition and subtraction

• Show that when adding two-digit numbers, one 
adds tens and tens and ones and ones.

• Show that when adding with a two-digit number, 
sometimes it is necessary to compose a ten.

3. Given a two-digit number, mentally 
find 10 more or 10 less than the 
number, without having to count; 
explain the reasoning you use.

I can mentally add 10 
or subtract 10 from a 
number.

• Mentally find 10 more or 10 less than a two-digit 
number without counting. 

• Explain the reasoning you use to mentally find 10 
more or 10 less than a two-digit number. 

4. Subtract multiples of 10 in the 
range 10–90 from multiples of 10 
in the range 10–90 (positive or zero 
differences), using concrete models 
or drawings and strategies based on 
place value, properties of operations, 
the relationship between addition 
and subtraction, or all of these; relate 
the strategy to a written method and 
explain the reasoning you use.

I can subtract tens from 
other tens.

• Subtract multiples of 10 in the range 10–90 from 
multiples of 10 in the range 10–90.

• When subtracting, use one of the following 
strategies, relate it to a written method, and explain 
the reasoning you use.

 } Concrete models
 } Drawings
 } Strategies based on place value 
 } Relationship between addition and subtraction
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