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Student Profiles

As you’ll have seen in chapter 2 (page 35), the Student Profiles protocol is most useful and effective if 
the specific profiles are strategically chosen for the group. For instance, in a community with a high 
English learner (EL) population, it would be important to include multiple profiles which distinguish 
various contexts from which EL students might enter a school community.

The following profiles represent student archetypes I have used in various contexts. Some are from the 
original version of the profile (Parrish & Taylor, 2012) and others I added myself. I would use no more 
than fifteen in any one group, as the sheer number can be overwhelming. As you prepare the profiles to 
use with a particular group of educators, you may find it necessary to write your own if these are not 
inclusive enough. Congratulations! You are working responsively for the adults and students in your 
context. Please do me a favor—drop me a line (tmvansoelen@gmail.com or Twitter @tvansoelen) and 
send me your additions, so I can share your good work with others!

Student 1
You are life smart, but not school smart. You would do almost anything to not look stupid in school. 
You are the class clown, or the loud political protester, or the persistent talker—on the edge of being a 
behavior problem. You don’t mind being sent to the office instead of having to give an oral presentation 
or complete a difficult assignment—and you know just how to get sent there. Everyone at the office 
knows you well and greets you with affection, as they know you as “really, a nice kid.” The things you 
are good at seem to have little place in school.

Student 2
You are a good but unremarkable student. You have figured out what each of your teachers wants, and 
you do exactly that, on time and completely. You are a committed student, but take few risks, and so 
seldom challenge yourself to higher levels of learning. You are one of those kids people talk about, the 
cooperative kid whose work always falls within the norm. You complete your work, get As and Bs, and 
are generally liked by your teachers.

Student 3
You are always asking, “Why?” This is not because you want to know, but just to be contrarian. 
Instigating others to respond negatively in class is commonplace. Your teachers assume your parents 
aren’t involved. “Email or call my parents—go ahead,” you say when you feel pressured. Your aptitude is 
often underestimated because it is rare you show what you truly know in class.

Student 4
You are still new to the United States, but your family uses you to translate when you go shopping or 
to the doctor. In school, there are still many words you do not understand, but you don’t like to ask 
questions. You want to fit in. You understand more than you can express.
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Student 5
Who are you anyway? It often takes teachers a full semester to remember your name or get to know 
you at all, and you often feel invisible or too shy to be seen. This is either because you like it that way 
(for instance, you sit in the back and hide behind textbooks, your jacket, whatever—doing decent but 
unremarkable work to keep a low profile) or this is because you feel out of place and overlooked, for all 
kinds of reasons. You watch the popular students with a mixture of envy and disdain. You know more 
about certain subjects than they do, but most teachers don’t know that.

Student 6
You are passing your classes but do struggle with tough concepts. Doing better in school isn’t most 
important to you. Your family speaks another language at home but others might be surprised to learn 
this. At home, you have many responsibilities and don’t often have any help with schoolwork. If you 
could be invisible at school that would be just fine.

Student 7
For the first time in a while, you are not scared. In fact, you feel so safe to express yourself—sometimes 
in ways teachers don’t appreciate. You are surprised at the stuff others bring to school every day: binders, 
pens, technology.

Student 8
You complete the basics of major assignments—the lowest passing grade possible for the least amount 
of work is your mantra. You know all the tricks: make-up tests, rewrites, re-dos, extra credit points, 
parental pressure, group work (with the right partners). You put more effort into beating the game than 
into learning.

Student 9
You are a finely tuned teacher-pleasing machine. You know exactly what you need to do to maximize 
your grade and you do it (no matter what) and then some. You are organized, disciplined, and 
focused—on your homework, on getting good grades, and on your extra-curricular activities. Your 
teachers know you will always volunteer for anything they ask—and you often do.

Student 10
You are most likely multilingual with educated parents. You have ready access to resources. You are 
ambitious and eager to learn, but struggle with American cultural allusions. You know that you may be 
here for a limited time, so you may avoid forming attachments. You may be reluctant to share written 
responses with peers. You may be reluctant to speak in front of your peers, and you are much more 
comfortable preparing a paper.

Student 11
You have a creative mind and love the arts (drawing, music, dance, or drama). You have a hard time 
staying focused on written work, which is all anyone seems to want to do in school. You are happy with 
yourself, but often feel like you are marching to a different drummer.
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Student 12
You love learning. You can’t get enough of it. You actually look up those books that your teachers 
mention in passing and independently figure out your own way to accomplish subtraction with 
regrouping or alternative mathematics theorems—just for fun. Your only beef with school is the busy 
work you have to do and those times when the kids who just don’t seem to care about learning slow 
down the pace of instruction.

Student 13
Who said academics and classes and grades are the most important things about school? As far as 
you are concerned, you go to school to see your friends and to participate in what they call the 
extracurricular activities—clubs and specials, athletic events, school-sponsored skate-nights, and so on. 
These activities don’t seem “extra” to you at all, but instead are central to what school is really all about.

Student 14
Your family has big plans for you. They left their homeland so you could succeed, but they don’t know 
what it feels like to be a student with an accent whose name the teachers sometimes can’t pronounce. 
You don’t ask for extra help, even when it’s offered—your family insists that you stay below the radar 
and not do anything that might call attention to their immigration status.

Student 15
In your mind, there is no way you can succeed in school. You have been a remedial student since 
kindergarten or even preK. You read slowly, you struggle with correct spelling, and your written work is 
messy and sometimes unreadable. You do have strengths, but no one seems to notice or value them.

Student 16
English is difficult for you, and not because you are new to the country. In fact, you were born here, as 
were your parents. It’s just that no one speaks English at home or on the weekends. You don’t want to be 
a bother to anyone.

Student 17
You are new to the country, new to the language, and even new to going to school. It’s hard to be in 
high school now and have all of this new going on at the same time. It is quite easy to think you’re 
stupid—and, quite a bit of the time, you believe it.

Student 18
You’re often caught sleeping. Your teacher and classmates assume school is simply a place where you 
exist from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. So many adults have exhausted their strategy bank trying to get you to exert 
some effort. Grades certainly are not a motivator. It appears something outside of school pulls away your 
time and energy.
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Student 19
You aren’t sure who you are or who you are going to become. What you do know is that you don’t fit in. 
Maybe other kids make fun of you or maybe you bully others. You are a loner or hang out with a few 
other misfits. Your parents are concerned about you, but no one—parents, teachers, or other students—
understand how painful it is to be you.

Student 20
Your volume level is always a 10 on a scale of 1 to 10. Your seat is an optional place for you to reside. 
You have trouble focusing for any amount of time, so you ask to leave to go to the restroom multiple 
times every hour. Teachers generally let you go because the class is more productive when you are gone. 
It appears you annoy both the teachers and your classmates.

Student 21
You like school. It is a refuge for you. Life has taken a few turns recently. Your dad lost his job two 
months ago. He couldn’t pay the rent this month and now you have to move in with your aunt until 
things improve. Your dad and mom are staying with your grandparents. You are worried you will have 
to switch schools because your aunt lives out of the district. You are careful to hide where you are living 
from your friends and the school. Your teachers think you have it all together and compliment you on 
your performance in school. Your friends know you are hiding something but give you your space. If 
they only knew what was really going on.
Source: Parrish, C. Z., & Taylor, S. W. (n.d.). Student profiles. Accessed at www.schoolreforminitiative.org/download/student-profiles 
-activity/ on August 20, 2020. Used with permission.
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