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REPRODUCIBLE

Figure 9.2: Team Discussion Tool—
Planning for Vocabulary Instruction

Formal Unit Standard Vocabulary Vocabulary Strategy

Grade 4
Explain why a fraction a

b  is
equivalent to a fraction (n x a)

(n x b) by using 
visual fraction models, with attention 
to how the number and size of the 
parts differ even though the two 
fractions themselves are the same 
size. Use this principle to recognize 
and generate equivalent fractions.

Fraction
Equivalent fraction
Fraction model
Numerator
Denominator 

A graphic organizer with visuals would be extremely helpful 
for students in the fraction unit. The KIP model, Frayer 
model, or a foldable would all be appropriate strategies to 
help students organize the words and give them time to 
make their own meaning. The term fraction was previously 
introduced in grade 3; however, it is important that students 
understand not just the word, but also how to represent a 
fraction visually and be able to provide multiple examples.

Middle School
Understand the concept of a unit 
rate a

b  associated with a ratio
a : b with b ≠ 0, and use  
rate language in the context of a ratio 
relationship. 

Ratio
Rate
Unit rate

These words are new for students in sixth grade, so it is 
important to spend time guiding them through different 
activities to make meaning of the words in isolation and 
within the context of real-world problems. The KIP model 
or Frayer model would be appropriate strategies to help 
students organize the words and give them time to make 
their own meaning. A word wall would also help keep the 
terms visible for students throughout the unit and for the 
whole year.

High School
Solve linear equations and 
inequalities in one variable, including 
equations with coefficients 
represented by letters.

Coefficient
Terms
Factors
Variable
Expression
Linear
Equation
Inequalities

Even though some of these words aren’t new for students in 
high school, a foldable would be an appropriate graphic organizer 
to help make sense of the language. In addition, students could 
use it as a tool to reference when working on tasks.
The words expression, variable, and terms might have 
different meanings for students outside of mathematics, so it 
is important to point out the differences.
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