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Figure 6.19: Teacher Playbook—Making Predictions With Close Reading
1. Determine your age-appropriate driving question and outcome for making predictions (such as, Students will increase 

the number of accurate predictions by 10 percent per short story). 

2. Set up trios of heterogeneous readers with one strong, one average, and one struggling reader per team. Review roles, 
norms, and expectations. 

3. Pep talk the value of predicting for now and future readings.

4. Define key words for making predictions and check prior knowledge.

5. Pep talk a current news story and show a prediction chart like the one in figure 6.17 (page 144). Ask volunteers to 
make a prediction about what will follow this news event and tell what clues they picked. Chart responses on your 
interactive whiteboard as shown here. 

6. Introduce a story with an appropriate reading level (for example, elementary school: “Rikki-Tikki-Tavi” [Kipling, 1894]; 
middle school: “The Most Dangerous Game” [Connell, 1924]; high school: “The Lottery” [Jackson, 1948]). 

7. Instruct teams to use the chart as follows. 

a. Read the first page.

b. Make three predictions about the story’s outcome.

c. Make three more predictions about what will happen next (and give a number of pages).

d. Continue reading and finding clues. Change predictions so each is two or three pages.

e. Check the outcome versus the prediction. 

f. Chart the number of accurate predictions (including pages and whole story). 

g. Review to see what you missed or what helped.

8. In the program Word, show students how they will choose Insert, then Chart, then Line Graphs. When a line graph 
appears, show how they will use it to chart their progress up or down making predictions. The line graph will remind 
students that the skill is what is most important in this unit and its improvement is theirs to control as they learn from 
doing now and for the future. 

9. Have teams assess how well they made predictions with this story. Use open-ended prompts like the following.

• “Tell me what you did well making predictions.” 

• “What would you do differently in the next story?”

• “What pleased you about your predictions? What displeased you?” 

• “How can you improve this skill?” 

10. After teams discuss, hold a whole-class discussion about teams’ answers. Make a list on the interactive whiteboard of 
all good ideas for making more accurate predictions. 

11. For the first near transfer, ask each student to select one idea that will help make predictions more  
accurate. Make this an outcome for a personalized learning plan. Over an eight-week unit, keep the focus on making 
predictions with other short stories or novels. When the class graduates to novels, set up the short activity for each 
chapter. Have students reflect on how they are improving in prediction making. For far transfer, add prompts about how 
to use predicting in instructional text, science labs, current events, and success in future education. 

12. Invite teams to keep a record of accurate versus inaccurate predictions per story. 

13. After the plan is achieved, assess progress.
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