Cards for Modeling Engaging Introductions

Cards for Modeling

Sample 1
Dear Mr. Sandler,

Did you know that every cigarette a person smokes takes seven minutes off their life? | mentioned this
because | just watched the movie, Benchwarmers, and | noticed that Carlos smoked. Why did you feel the
need to have one of the characters smoke? Did you think that would make him look cool? Did you think that
would make him look older? It did neither of those things. As a matter of fact, | think it made him look stupid
and not very cool. Especially when he put out a cigarette on his tongue. (NGA & CCSSO, n.d.c)

Sample 2

You are seated in class as your teacher explains and points things out on the whiteboard. You twitch
your hand, accidentally nudging your pencil, which rolls off your desk and clatters to the floor. As you lean
over to pick up your pencil, your cell phone falls out of your coat pocket! Luckily you catch it without your
teacher seeing, but it is in plain view of the video camera’s shiny lens that points straight at you. The class-
room phone rings, and after a brief conversation, your teacher walks over to your desk and kneels down
beside you. “About that cell phone of yours...” How did that get you in trouble? How could it possibly be
a good idea to put cameras in classrooms? (NGA & CCSSO, n.d.c)

Sample 3

On the first day of school, the students walk into the classroom and see a book on every desk. The teacher
happily greets them and tells everyone to sit at a desk with a book that seems interesting to them. The
pupils tentatively sit down in their seats and look up at their young teacher for instructions, but she sits
down and is soon deeply absorbed in her story, her eyes shimmering in the light. The pupils gaze in wonder
at her and slowly open their books. We’ve grown up reading, but not very often do we see a teacher who
exemplifies reading. Reading is recurrently a forced activity. Therefore, people both young and old feel like
they HAVE to read, and so it’'s only something they have to do for school or work. They don’t see it as an
amazing skill that will not only help with their futures but also be a great hobby to enjoy in life. Continuing to
silently read for at least the first ten minutes of every class is a very good idea. (Achieve the Core, n.d.b)
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