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R E P R O D U C I B L E

Prewriting Suggestions

Prewriting Suggestions for an Argument
Consider following these prewriting suggestions to begin the writing process.

1. Read the task to understand the purpose of the assignment and the genre. Will you write an 
argumentative essay, commentary, literary analysis, or another genre? Review the criteria so you are 
clear about the expectations.

2. Choose a topic (if one hasn’t been assigned) and investigate a position: To decide on a position to 
take, conduct research to gather information to learn about both sides of an issue. You will likely collect 
evidence throughout the writing process, but it begins at this early planning stage as you become 
familiar with both sides of your topic’s issues. 

3. Guide research by making a list of questions or creating a graphic organizer, outline, web, or cluster. 
Review what you wrote and find key words and queries for an Internet or print search.

4. Keep track of your sources during research by listing websites and sources, or bookmark them to use 
later for a Works Cited document, proper attribution, verification, and content development.

5. Gather information and take notes in a print or digital form that works best for you and makes sense 
for the task. To be truly informed about your topic and formulate a strong, well-developed argument, 
you need to collect evidence on both sides of your issue.  

6. Categorize evidence on both sides of the issue by reviewing what you collect. Group together credible 
sources of information that share the same perspective or arrive at similar conclusions.  

7. Draft a thesis statement to stake a claim that you can revisit later and refine. This statement asserts 
your position and everything in your paper supports it. Consider these questions: What is my position 
on this issue? What do I believe based on evidence?

8. Determine purpose and audience so you are clear about whom you are addressing. Do you need a 
formal or informal style to address your readers? What tone and diction (language) suits these readers? 
What point of view should your writing take? Is there anything that you can assume your audience 
knows about the topic? What do they need to know?

9. Review information: Review notes from your research to prepare for drafting the argument. Take stock 
of what you researched, and critically review it. Decide if you need to delete unimportant information, 
merge redundant points, conduct more research, categorize content, or order your points in a 
particular way (for example, sequential or cause and effect). 
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