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Parent/student GuIde to  
fIfth-Grade suCCess

Boones mill elementary school
Created by Fifth Grade Teachers 

Miss Tracy Anderson, Mrs. Beth Barksdale, 
Mrs. Bernice Cobbs, and Mrs. Anne Harrison

It’s the dream of every parent
for each child to be given the chance

to fulfill his or her potential.

It’s the goal of every teacher
to have a classroom of students who learn, 

are challenged, and achieve.

Upon entering the fifth grade, your child should be 
able to:

Math
❏❏ Recall multiplication facts from 1–12.

❏❏ Solve problems involving addition and subtraction of money 
amounts and make change.

❏❏ Tell time to the nearest minute, and identify equivalent periods of 
time (relationships among days, months, and years, as well as min-
utes and hours).

❏❏ Read a thermometer.

❏❏ Solve word problems involving more than one process  
(+, –, ×, ÷).
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Reading
❏❏ Recognize fiction versus nonfiction.

❏❏ Use dictionary skills (being able to look up the definition of a 
word).

❏❏ Know the main idea of a story versus the details of a story.

❏❏ Summarize what has been read.

❏❏ Identify synonyms (words that mean the same), antonyms (words 
that are opposite), homophones (words that sound the same, but 
have different meanings), and homographs (words that are written 
the same, but have different meanings).

Writing
❏❏ Write a complete sentence.

❏❏ Identify and apply the parts of speech (noun, verb, adjective, and 
adverb).

❏❏ Write a multiparagraph paper focused on a central idea.

❏❏ Effectively use the writing process:  brainstorming, drafting, proof-
reading, editing, and publishing.

❏❏ Demonstrate the correct usage of grammar: subject-verb agree-
ment, use of I, and double negative.

Social Studies
❏❏ Identify the time periods of specific historical events: Columbus—

1400s, Jamestown—1600s, Revolutionary War—1700s, Civil War—
1800s.

❏❏ Identify twentieth-century Virginians:  Arthur Ashe, Woodrow 
Wilson, Douglas Wilder, and Harry F. Byrd.

❏❏ Identify regions of Virginia: Tidewater, Piedmont, Ridge and Valley, 
and Allegheny Plateau.

Science
❏❏ Identify and apply the Scientific Method (question, hypothesis, 

experiment, analysis, and conclusion).

❏❏ Identify living processes (animals and plants).

❏❏ Identify and apply Earth systems (weather; solar system; earth, 
moon, and sun relation; electricity; and machines).

❏❏ Identify Virginia natural resources: plants, animals, watersheds, 
and rocks in Virginia. 2�of�9
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What should my child be able to do by the end of 
fifth grade?

Math
 z Identify place value (read, write, identify, and compare).

 z Add, subtract, multiply, and divide whole and decimal numbers.

 z Add and subtract with fractions and mixed numbers.

 z Describe and determine perimeter and area.

 z Identify and describe diameter, radius, chord, and circumference of 
a circle.

 z Choose an appropriate measuring device and unit of measure for 
length, weight, liquid volume, area, and temperature.

 z Determine elapsed time in hours and minutes.

 z Classify, measure, and draw angles and triangles (right, acute, and 
obtuse).

 z Identify and locate coordinate points (as in the game Battleship).

 z Solve problems involving probability.

 z Collect and organize data using a variety of graphs.

 z Find the mean (average) and mode of a set of data.

 z Recognize and continue numeric and geometric patterns.

 z Use a variable to solve a problem.

Reading/Literature
 z Read and learn the meanings of unfamiliar words using knowledge 

of root words, prefixes, and suffixes as well as dictionary, glossary, 
and thesaurus.

 z Read a variety of literary forms.

 z Describe character development, plot, and conflict resolution.

 z Read and demonstrate comprehension of a variety of literary forms.

Writing
 z Write for a variety of purposes (describe, inform, entertain, and 

explain).

 z Organize information.

 z Use vocabulary effectively.
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 z Vary sentence structure.

 z Revise for clarity.

 z Edit for grammar, capitalization, spelling, and punctuation.

Research
 z Gather and use information from a variety of resources.

 z Skim materials to get a general overview or locate specific 
information.

 z Develop notes.

 z Organize and record information on charts, maps, and graphs.

 z Use electronic databases to access information.

 z Credit secondary sources.

Science
 z Use the Scientific Method to gather, organize, analyze, apply, and 

record data.

 z Understand how sound is transmitted.

 z Understand the basic characteristics of white light.

 z Understand that matter is anything that has mass, takes up space, 
and occurs as a solid, liquid, or gas.

 z Understand that organisms are made of cells and have 
distinguishing characteristics.

 z Understand characteristics of the ocean environment.

 z Understand how the earth’s surface is constantly changing (rock 
cycle, earthquakes, volcanoes, weathering, erosion, and human 
impact).

English
 z Be proficient in oral language.

 z Participate in and contribute to discussions across content areas.

 z Organize information to present reports.

 z Maintain eye contact with listeners, and use gestures to support 
message.

 z Make a planned oral presentation, summarize main points, and use 
visual aids.
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Social Studies
 z Describe life in America before the seventeenth century.

 z Trace the routes and evaluate early explorations of the Americas.

 z Describe colonial America.

 z Analyze the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights.

 z Describe challenges faced by the United States government.

 z Describe growth and change in America from 1801 to 1861.

 z Identify patriotic causes, key events, and effects of the Civil War 
and Reconstruction.

 z Interpret patriotic slogans and excerpts from notable speeches and 
documents in United States history up to 1877.

 z Develop skills in discussion, debate, and persuasive writing by 
analyzing historical situations and events.

How Parents Can Help
❏✓ Continue to read aloud to your child.

❏✓ Encourage your child to read independently.

❏✓ Help your child develop critical reading skills through questioning.

❏✓ Require regular attendance in school.

❏✓ Encourage good study habits.

❏✓ Be familiar with the curriculum associated with your child’s classes 
and grades.

❏✓ Talk to your child about what he or she is learning in specific subjects.

❏✓ Expect homework of some kind to be done every night.

❏✓ Set aside a specific time for homework.

❏✓ Ask questions about your child’s homework.

❏✓ See that your child brings home and reviews class notes and other 
work done in school that day.

❏✓ Help your child balance study time with recreational time.

❏✓ Think of activities your child can do at home that relate to 
information being taught in school.

❏✓ Help your child apply his or her school learning to real-life 
situations in the news or life.
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❏✓ Emphasize the importance of high academic achievement. Let your 
child know that you understand that tests may be challenging, but 
that taking them provides the opportunity to show how much he or 
she has learned.

❏✓ Be supportive and encouraging.

Essential Questioning
Asking your child questions about what has been read or studied is a key 
component to understanding with depth. A person who reads the words, 
thinks about their meaning, and then goes on to question will understand 
the most. Here are some specific questions that your child could answer 
orally or in writing.

Questions for Reading

Character Questions
 z Who is the main character? Give a description.

 z Does the main character seem to be a real person? How do you 
know?

 z How are you like or different from the character in this story?

 z What problem or conflict does the character face?

 z What is the character’s main goal?

 z How many supporting characters does the author include in the 
story? Which characters support the main character?

 z Who is/are the secondary character(s)? How do you know?  

 z Why did the main character act as he or she did when a certain 
event happened?

 z Is the main character a flat character? (A flat character is a 
character that does not change through the story.) How do you 
know?

 z Is the main character a developing character? (Developing 
characters change at some point in the story.) How do you know?

 z Does the main character change over the course of the story? How?
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Setting Questions (about the time and place in which story events 
occur)

 z What is the setting for the story? Describe it in detail.

 z Does the setting influence the mood the author is trying to create?

 z Is the setting necessary for plot development?

 z Does the author use many descriptive words to describe the setting?  
Name some of the words.

 z Does weather play an important role in this story? Explain.

 z Is the setting important to the story, or could this story take place 
anywhere?

Theme Questions (about major ideas about life or the message of 
a story)

 z What is the most important idea, message, or lesson the author is 
trying to get across in the story?

 z Is the theme clearly stated or is it implied?

 z What does the story mean to you?

 z Does this story have one theme or several? What is/are the 
theme(s)?

 z What events and/or information from the story help you to make a 
conclusion about the theme?

Point of View Questions (a story is usually told from one 
standpoint)

First person point of view: A character in the story uses I, me, or refers 
to himself or herself.

Third person point of view: The narrator is outside the story, usually the 
author.

 z Who is telling the story? How do you know?

 z Who do the I, me, my refer to?

 z From whose point of view are we experiencing the setting? How do 
you know?

 z From whose point of view are we experiencing the plot? How do 
you know?
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Plot Questions (the series of related events that happen in a story)
 z What is the climax, the most exciting part, of the story?

 z What is the conflict (problem) to be solved?

 z What are several events that lead up to the climax?

 z What is the basic struggle in the story?

 z Is there a conflict between two characters in this story?

 z Is there a conflict between a character and nature?

General Questions
 z How are conflicts within the chapter solved?

 z What is a good summary for this chapter/selection/passage?

 z What do you know about the story/passage/selection so far?

 z What words are important to the chapter/passage/selection to make 
the reading flow as it does?

 z Which words or phrases would be considered sensory words?

 z Where are the opinions within the story/passage/selection? 
(Opinions cannot be proven.)

 z Where are the facts within the story/passage/selection? (Facts can 
be proven.)

 z What examples of cause-and-effect are within the story?

Question Starters for Social Studies
 z Which of the following best describes . . . ?

 z What was the primary purpose of . . . ?

 z Who first suggested that . . . ?

 z What would be considered a disadvantage for . . . ?

 z What would be considered an advantage for . . . ?

 z Which of the following would be the best solution for . . . ?

 z The purpose of the . . . is to . . . ?

 z What is a principal reason for . . . ?

 z What is the difference between . . . ?

 z What contributions did . . . make during . . . ?

 z What are the essential ideas regarding . . . ? 8�of�9



Raising the Bar and Closing the Gap © 2010 Solution Tree Press • solution-tree.com
Visit go.solution-tree.com/PLCbooks to download this page.

2 8 � | 	 R E PRO D U C I B L E

Question Starters for Science
 z What are you investigating?

 z How will you conduct your investigation?

 z How will you collect your data?

 z What are the basic characteristics of . . . ?

 z What distinguishing characteristics does . . . have?

 z What are the basic features of . . . ?

 z What is the problem?

 z If you had to do it all over again, what would you do differently?

 z What is the definition of . . . ?

 z What are the facts about . . . ?

 z Explain the differences and/or similarities about . . . ?

 z How does . . . work?

 z How can you restate important details in a few words?

 z What are the most important details and why?

 z Is there another way to put these . . . into groups or categories?

 z What will happen based on this information? (predict)

 z What data were collected? (explain)
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