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Second-Grade Monitoring Tool

Skills Teacher Notes

Phonics and Fluency 

Distinguishes long and short vowels in one-syllable 
words

Knows spelling-sound correspondences for vowel 
teams

Decodes two-syllable words with long vowels

Decodes words with common prefixes and suffixes

Reads irregularly spelled words

Reads with the accuracy and fluency to comprehend

Reads text orally with accuracy, rate, and expression

Uses context to confirm, self-correct, and understand

Comprehension and Vocabulary 

Asks and answers such questions as who, what, where, 
when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of 
key details

Recounts stories (fables or folktales from diverse 
cultures) and determines their moral

Identifies the main topic of a multiparagraph text and 
the focus of paragraphs

Describes how characters respond to major events and 
challenges 

Describes how words and phrases (such as regular 
beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply 
rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song

Describes the structure of a story—how the beginning 
introduces and the ending concludes 

Uses text features (such as captions, bold print, 
subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons)

Uses images, diagrams, illustrations, and words to 
comprehend characters

Uses images, diagrams, illustrations, and words to 
comprehend settings 
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Uses images, diagrams, illustrations, and words to 
comprehend plots

Describes connections between historical events, 
scientific ideas, and steps 

Compares and contrasts:

•	Two or more versions of the same story by different 
authors or from different cultures

•	The most important points in two texts on the same 
topic

Determines the meaning of words and phrases 

Identifies the main purpose—what the author wants to 
answer, explain, or describe 

Acknowledges points of view of characters, speaking in 
a different voice when reading dialogue aloud 

Comprehends literature and informational texts (social 
studies, science, technical)
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