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R E P R O D U C I B L E

Figure 7.2: Student Feedback Suggestions 
for the School-Home Connection

Dear Parent or Guardian,

I am invested in assisting students to improve their writing skills. I invite you to partner with me to help in 
this endeavor by following these suggestions. If you choose to use any of them, please attach a note to 
your child’s paper briefly describing how you served as a coach. Refrain from writing on his or her paper 
and rather offer feedback using these pointers as a guide. In doing so, you empower your child to make 
necessary revisions. This will strengthen his or her writing and allow me to understand each student’s 
writing ability so I can build strengths and address weaknesses.

1. Assignment guidelines: Ask to see the writing task, checklist, or rubric. Review it with your child 
to be clear about the particular assignment’s expectations. Work together to see that the paper 
addresses all parts of the writing assignment. 

2. Oral reading: Ask your child to read the paper aloud, and do the following.

• Listen for clarity—If a sentence is hard to read, it could reflect a grammar error. Ask him or her to 
find and correct any grammatical errors.

• Listen for natural stops—When there is a natural stop, ask if there is proper end punctuation 
(a period, exclamation mark, or question mark). This will help not only with using proper 
end punctuation but also with avoiding run-ons or fragments. If there is a pause, consider 
recommending a comma or an end punctuation mark if a rule applies.

3. Organization: Ask for evidence of proper organization of the whole paper and within paragraphs. 
Here are some examples.

• Plot structure for fictional stories

• Whole-paper structure for expository writing (introduction, body, and conclusion)

• Paragraph structure for expository writing (topic sentence, support, and ending sentence)

• Certain text structures (problem–solution or cause–effect)

• Text features (chart, graph, table of contents, subheadings, glossary, index, and so on)

4. Word choice: Ask your child to review the paper and circle words that he or she feels reflect the best 
choice. Ask him or her to review the paper again and underline any  
weak words. Suggest using a print or digital resource (www.vocabulary.com, www 
.collinsdictionary.com, or www.thesaurus.com) to replace the underlined words with  
more appropriate and sophisticated ones.
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5. Details: Work with your child to critique the paper’s use of details. Does a reader feel compelled to 
keep reading? Does a reader find the paper interesting or informative? Are the details appropriate 
for the writing assignment? For example, short stories need details about setting, character, and plot. 
Argument and opinion papers need logical reasons and supporting evidence.

6. Development: Is the paper well developed? If it’s a story, is the plotline fully executed with a central 
conflict, rising action, a climax, falling action, and a resolution? Are narrative techniques (like dialogue 
and description) included to enhance it? If it is an opinion or argument paper, is there a clearly stated 
position with logical reasons and sufficient evidence and elaboration to support it?

7. Sentence beginnings: Ask your child to read the first three words of each sentence in the paper. 
Ask these questions: “What do you notice about the beginnings of sentences? Are the words and 
parts of speech different? Do they sound the same or repeated?” Ask him or her to revise sentence 
beginnings, as appropriate, so there is variety.

8. Title: Ask your child if he or she included a title. Is it original, and does it reflect the gist of the paper? 
Are proper words capitalized? For titles, the first and last word of the title are always capitalized. 
All other words except small prepositions (like in and of), articles (the, a, and an), and coordinating 
conjunctions (for, and, but, and so) are capitalized.

9. Spelling: Ask your child to circle any words that he or she is not sure are spelled correctly. Together, 
use a resource to verify and correct spelling.
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