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R E P R O D U C I B L E

Informal, Unobtrusive Formative Assessment Methods

Method Examples Rationale

Observations, in-class 
conversations, and discussions

Informal one-on-one 
conversations, whole-group 
discussions, and literature circles 

Teachers can take anecdotal 
notes and make on-the-spot 
decisions.

Rapid-response digital quizzing 
tools (where students use 
a device like a smartphone, 
tablet, or laptop to respond to 
questions)

Selected-response assessments 
and constructed-response  
items such as Kahoot! (https://
kahoot.com), Socrative (www 
.socrative.com), or Quizlet 
(https://quizlet.com) 

Teachers and students get 
instant results. 

Whole-group, small-group, or 
individual questioning sessions

Socratic seminars; popcorn 
questions and answers (teacher 
calls on first student to answer 
a question, student chooses a 
peer to answer it and then asks 
a question)

Teachers can easily find out 
the needs of students to plan 
instructional response. 

Back channel (a usually digital 
discussion forum during 
instruction or work time where 
students can question or 
comment to the teacher)

Edmodo (www.edmodo.com) 
and TodaysMeet (https://
todaysmeet.com)

Students have an easy way to 
access the teacher and peers 
with a running record of the 
communication.

Student proficiency self-
assessment 

Thumbs up, sideways, down; I’ve 
got it, I need more practice, I do 
not understand yet

Students can reflect on their 
learning and communicate that 
thinking. 

Exit tickets One to three questions about 
the day’s focus

These are quick and focused on 
a single learning target.

Parking lot (where students 
can write or type questions or 
comments that they would like 
the teacher to address) 

Chart paper hung in the room 
and Padlet (https://padlet.com)

Students may be more open if 
they can ask questions privately 
or anonymously. 

Graphic organizers Venn diagrams, step-by-step 
procedures, T-charts, two-column 
notes, flowcharts, hierarchy 
charts, and story maps

They provide a visual means 
for students to brainstorm or 
organize ideas.
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