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Figure 4.1: The Looks and Sounds of Autonomy—
Early Elementary-Grade Guiding Rubric

Name:                                        Grade:           

Instructions: Mark to what degree you give students a choice and score yourself.

0 = not at all, 1 = less than once a month, 2 = at least four times a month, 3 = twice a week, 4 = daily. 

Video conference system

a.     I prompt students to answer higher-order questions.

b.     I ask open-ended guiding questions to the whole class, giving each student a chance to answer.

1. Portfolios

a.     I use a rubric with students asking them to self-rate a product they made.

b.     I let students decide what documents go into each section.

c.     I let students choose and assess a personal improvement goal.

2. Collaborative teams

a.     I teach students how to be responsible in a team role.

b.     I help students self-assess their team contributions with a guiding rubric.

c.     I prompt students to reflect on their peer relationships in the classroom.

3. Digital lessons

a.     I model, coach, and help students self-assess new digital skills in a lesson.

b.     I ask students for ideas so I can help them improve their digital skills.

c.     I let students tell me what they need to know about digital tools we are using.

d.     I schedule free time for students to do games and activities on their devices.

4. DIY materials (for example, guiding rubrics, playbooks, and playlists)

a.     I provide guiding rubrics and other templates for teams to construct their own materials.

b.     I provide input and coaching for student needs-to-know workshops and tutorials.

c.     I provide coaching and resources for product making.

5. Evidence-based instructional strategies

a.     I prepare and encourage students on how to give positive feedback to their peers and me.

b.     I set up opportunities with prompts for students to give and get positive feedback during 
    asynchronous and synchronous activities.

c.     I ask students to assess collaboration and problem solving in all activities.

d.     I look for ways and put into practice ways to encourage autonomy and self-direction.

Review your responses, and then complete these open-ended prompts.

What I am doing best is                                           .

What I am going to improve is                                         .

I am going to do so by                                            .

My timeline is                                                 .
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