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Source: Adapted from Bailey & Jakicic, 2017.

Is the question aligned with the skill or 
concept (standard) you are trying to assess?

Is the question assessing the skill or concept 	
at the desired level of rigor?

Review the item 
type and rewrite the 
question using a more 
appropriate item type.

Review the standard 
and rewrite the question 
to ensure alignment.

Consider whether this 
item is necessary on 	
this assessment.

This question is valid 
and is ready to use.

When you analyze the data, will you be able to 
easily sort out the false results for this question?

Once the team has come to a consensus on a 
process for sorting out false results . . .

Will the results of this question provide 
actionable information that the team can use 
to form an impactful response plan?

Is there a way for the question to generate 
false results? (As in, the student could answer 
the item correctly without actually being 
proficient or the student could answer the 
item incorrectly, even though they are 	
actually proficient.)
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Figure 4.5: Assessment-Item Validity Check
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