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R E P R O D U C I B L E

Figure 5.3:  
Standard to Proficiency Scale Social Studies Example

Standard 3 for U.S. History from the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Social Studies

The student understands the political, economic, and social changes in the United States from 1877 to 1898. 
The student is expected to:

(A) Analyze political issues such as Indian policies, the growth of political machines, civil service reform, and 
the beginnings of Populism;

(B) Analyze economic issues such as industrialization, the growth of railroads, the growth of labor unions, 
farm issues, the cattle industry boom, the rise of entrepreneurship, free enterprise, and the pros and cons of 
big business;

(C) Analyze social issues affecting women, minorities, children, immigrants, urbanization, the Social Gospel, 
and philanthropy of industrialists; and

(D) Describe the optimism of the many immigrants who sought a better life in America.

Content (Nouns)

What Students Need to Know

Skills (Verbs)

What Students Need to Be Able to Do

DOK Level 

• Political changes in the United States 
from 1877 to 1898

• Economic changes in the United States 
from 1877 to 1898

• Social changes in the United States from 
1877 to 1898

• Political issues such as:
 � Indian policies
 � Growth of political machines
 � Civil service reform
 � Beginnings of Populism

• Economic issues such as:
 � Industrialization
 � Growth of railroads
 � Growth of labor unions
 � Farm issues
 � Cattle industry boom
 � Rise of entrepreneurship
 � Free enterprise
 � Pros and cons of big business

• Understand political changes in the 
United States from 1877 to 1898.

• Understand economic changes in the 
United States from 1877 to 1898.

• Understand social changes in the United 
States from 1877 to 1898.

• Analyze political issues such as:
 � Indian policies
 � Growth of political machines
 � Civil service reform
 � Beginnings of Populism

• Analyze economic issues such as:
 � Industrialization
 � Growth of railroads
 � Growth of labor unions
 � Farm issues
 � Cattle industry boom
 � Rise of entrepreneurship
 � Free enterprise
 � Pros and cons of big business

1–2 

1–2 

1–2 

1–3

1–3
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• Social issues such as those affecting:
 � Women
 � Minorities
 � Children
 � Immigrants
 � Urbanization
 � Social Gospel
 � Philanthropy of industrialists

• Optimism of many immigrants seeking a 
better life in America

• Analyze social issues such as those 
affecting:

 � Women
 � Minorities
 � Children
 � Immigrants
 � Urbanization
 � Social Gospel
 � Philanthropy of industrialists

• Describe the optimism of immigrants 
seeking a better life in America.

1–3 

1–2

Student Learning Targets

1. I can analyze and explain changes between 1877 and 1898 related to: 
 � Political issues
 � Economic issues
 � Social issues

1–3

2. I can describe the optimism of immigrants seeking a better life in America. 1–2

How Might a Student Demonstrate Advanced or Extended Mastery of the Standard?

A student might compare and contrast the political, economic, or social issues between 1877 and 1898 to 
those of today. The student might also explain how one set of issues (political, economic, or social) affected 
another set of issues.

Standard (Learning progression ends here with mastery of this standard.)

Analyze political, economic, and social issues in the era between 1877 and 1898.

4 Compare and contrast the political, economic, or social issues that occurred between 1877 and 1898 
to those of today.

or

Explain how the political, economic, or social issues that occurred between 1877 and 1898 were 
intertwined.

3 Analyze and explain changes in political issues, economic issues, and social issues between 1877 and 
1898, including the optimism of immigrants seeking America.

2 Explain changes in political issues, economic issues, or social issues between 1877 and 1898.

1 Identify key aspects of some political issues, economic issues, and social issues between 1877 
and 1898.

Source for standard: Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills. (2011). Chapter 113: Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for social 
studies, subchapter C—High school. Accessed at http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html on May 19, 2016.
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