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Example 4: Grade 8 Language Arts or Social Studies

SPBL Unit Plan

Stage 1: Learning Intentions (A Major Concept for the Unit and a CASEL Competency)

1. Content learning intention: I can apply the knowledge I have learned about lawmaking and argument 
writing to draft a bill and create a social justice campaign (SS 8.2.6–8.2.10; SL.4.1, SL.4.2; 8.W.3.1, 8.RV.3.2, 
8.RN.2.1).

2. SEL learning intention (responsible decision making and social awareness): I can examine the 
process lawmakers and influencers go through to create laws and change policies. I can make responsible 
choices for myself and my community while looking through diverse problems and solutions.

Stage 2: Success Criteria (Daily Learning Goals)

You could have multiple goals, written without context or specificity.

Surface-Level Success Criteria 
for Content

• I can define the process 
for making a law, including 
an understanding of the 
Bill of Rights, checks and 
balances, and amendments. 

• I can define the types of 
argument techniques used 
in writing. 

• I can understand 
propaganda and the three 
types of appeals.

Deep-Level Success Criteria  
for Content

• I can research contemporary 
laws in my community or 
state that I want changed. 

• I can write my own bill to 
change a law and create 
a social campaign to 
advocate for the change.

Transfer-Level Success Criteria 
for Content

• I can see how the process 
works to create change 
in our country and build 
lasting policies that reflect 
the desires of the citizens. 

• I can appeal to all levels of 
readers through pathos, 
logos, and ethos.

Surface-Level Success Criteria  
for SEL

• I can describe what the 
term influencer means. 

• I can understand bias, 
advocate, and equity.

Deep-Level Success Criteria  
for SEL

• I can compare and contrast 
my personal perspective on 
a law and then decide how 
that law can have the best 
impact on the community. 

• I can understand how 
influencers create change.

Transfer-Level Success Criteria  
for SEL

I can apply my role as an 
influencer and advocate to write 
a bill and create an ad campaign 
that promotes change in a law 
or policy.

Stage 3: Driving Question (Written at the Transfer Level)

Driving question: To what extent can we create justice for all?

Authentic context: Students will simulate what it is like to research a law and try to make changes to the 
law by writing a bill and creating a social media ad campaign.
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Stage 4: Tasks (Specific Strategies and Activities)

Surface-Level Content Tasks

Reading:

1. Read excerpts from the 
textbook on law policy.

2. Read articles on bias, 
influencers, and word choice 
or rhetoric and articles on 
current laws and practices 
in our state.

3. Read the play Twelve Angry 
Men (Rose, 2006).

Writing:

1. Engage in argument writing 
(creating a campaign).

2. Engage in informative 
writing (drafting a bill).

Speaking: Give a presentation 
on the campaign and mock trial.

Deep-Level Content Tasks

Reading:

1. Compare word choice 
and rhetoric in articles 
on modern law topics: 
gun control, immigration, 
and so on.

2. Examine how pathos, 
ethos, and logos work in a 
persuasive situation.

3. Compare and contrast bills 
that have passed and bills 
that have been rejected.

Writing:

1. Create a graphic organizer 
comparing and contrasting 
the word choice and 
examining its effectiveness 
with authors.

2. Draft a bill.

3. Draft an argument slogan 
and campaign.

Speaking:

1. Do a mock Congress, 
debating the bill.

2. Present the social 
media campaign.

Transfer-Level Content Tasks

Reading: Provide peer critiques 
on formal letters, offering 
different perspectives.

Writing:

1. Write a bill.

2. Write an argument speech 
to incorporate in the 
ad campaign.

3. Write a slogan connecting 
to rhetoric and 
persuasive techniques.

Speaking:

1. Present bills to lawyers from 
the community.

2. Present your ad to peers 
for voting.

Surface-Level SEL Tasks

Reading: Read a short article on 
influencers and advocates.

Writing: Create definitions 
for personal responsibility, 
community, and influencer.

Speaking: Have small-group 
discussions about the impact of 
personal bias and responsibility 
on lawmaking.

Deep-Level SEL Tasks

Reading: Compare 
current influencers and 
their effectiveness.

Writing: Write daily reflections 
on key takeaways and 
self-discoveries.

Speaking: Conduct a Socratic 
seminar comparing and 
contrasting the effectiveness 
of different influencers’ and 
founding fathers’ persuasive and 
propaganda techniques.

Transfer-Level SEL Tasks

Reading: Read speeches 
by current influencers and 
founding fathers.

Writing: Compare the 
techniques and biases from 
these groups. Determine who 
are the better advocates.

Speaking: Have small-group 
discussions and determinations 
on what type of rhetoric makes 
a person a strong influencer 
and advocate.
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Stage 5: Entry Event

First, show a video with images reminding students of the four components of lawmaking: (1) the Bill 
of Rights, (2) checks and balances, (3) amendments, and (4) elections. Next, students will see a visual 
showcasing the twenty different rhetorical devices they have learned are used to help create change in 
laws. After that, students will see examples of founding fathers and bills they drafted. Up next, students 
will see a list of policies that are being debated right now (this list will be fluid). Then, give students a call 
to action. After the video, a know or need-to-know protocol, as well as a timeline and milestone checklist, 
will be used to start the inquiry process.

Source: © 2021 by Stephanie Barnes. Used with permission; Rose, R. (2006). Twelve angry men. Friday Harbor, WA: Turtleback 
Books. (Original work written 1954)  
Source for standards: Indiana Department of Education. (2020a). Indiana academic standards, grade eight English/language 
arts. Indianapolis, IN: Author. Accessed at www.in.gov/doe/files/Grade-8-ELA-Correlation-Guides-2020-updated.pdf on October 7, 
2021; Indiana Department of Education. (2020c). Indiana academic standards, social studies: Grade 8. Indianapolis, IN: 
Author. Accessed at  www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/standards/grade-8-ss-standards-2020.pdf on May 25, 2021.
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