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Example 7: Grades 11–12 English (AP Literature)

SPBL Unit Plan

Stage 1: Learning Intentions (A Major Concept for the Unit and a CASEL Competency)

1. Content learning intention: I can apply my understanding of satirical techniques to create a satire that 
communicates a message of change (RL.11-12.1, RL.11-12.2, RL.11-12.4, RL.11-12.6, W.11-12.1, W.11-12.4, W.11-12.7, 
SL.11-12.1, SL.11-12.4, L.11-12.3).

2. SEL learning intention (social awareness): I can understand multiple perspectives of cultural and 
social issues.

Stage 2: Success Criteria (Daily Learning Goals)

You could have multiple goals, written without context or specificity.

Surface-Level Success Criteria 
for Content

• I can identify key literary 
techniques such as irony, 
sarcasm, incongruity, 
hyperbole, and so on.

• I can define tone words 
used to describe satire, such 
as facetious, sardonic, droll, 
and so on.

Deep-Level Success Criteria  
for Content

I can analyze how literary 
techniques are used to create 
humor and social commentary.

Transfer-Level Success Criteria 
for Content

I can apply my understanding 
of satirical techniques to create 
a satire that communicates a 
message of change.

Surface-Level Success Criteria  
for SEL

I can identify the social issues 
writers want to address.

Deep-Level Success Criteria  
for SEL

I can objectively analyze 
several perspectives involved in 
social issues.

Transfer-Level Success Criteria  
for SEL

I can empathize with those who 
have different perspectives.

Stage 3: Driving Question (Written at the Transfer Level)

Driving question: To what extent is satire effective in developing social commentary to communicate a 
message of change?

Authentic context: Students will use literary tools to create a satire that communicates a message 
of change as a way to understand how writers of all mediums effectively develop social commentary 
(journalists, theater directors, media content writers, comedians, and so on).
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Stage 4: Tasks (Specific Strategies and Activities)

Surface-Level Content Tasks

Reading: Choose a satirical 
play to read with a literature 
circle, such as The Importance 
of Being Earnest (Wilde, 1980), 
Pygmalion (Shaw, 1912), or 
The Taming of the Shrew 
(Shakespeare, 1998).

Writing: Define and identify text 
examples of literary techniques.

Speaking: Engage in literature 
circle discussions to identify 
literary techniques and tones.

Deep-Level Content Tasks

Reading: Analyze how the 
literary techniques in the 
satirical play create humor and 
social commentary using a text-
evidence graphic organizer.

Writing: Compose analytical 
argument essays for question 
two (prose analysis) and 
question three (theme analysis) 
of sample AP literature 
writing prompts.

Speaking: Engage in literature 
circle discussions to compare 
the play to modern satires that 
provide social commentary.

Transfer-Level Content Tasks

Reading: Research the social 
issue for the satire you will 
compose, using a graphic 
organizer to record varying 
perspectives on the issue.

Writing: Compose a modern 
satire on a social issue in any 
choice of form—script, visual, 
speech, and so on.

Speaking: Present satires to a 
target audience.

Surface-Level SEL Tasks

Reading: Explore supplemental 
examples of satire during 
minilessons to practice 
identifying perspectives.

Writing: Make a list of social 
issues the writer addresses in 
the play and what perspectives 
are presented and missing.

Speaking: Share examples 
of perspectives in literature 
circle discussions.

Deep-Level SEL Tasks

Reading: Compare the satirical 
play to a modern satire on 
the same issue to analyze 
several perspectives.

Writing: Draw conclusions and 
write about how and why the 
perspectives have changed 
or shifted.

Speaking: Engage in the Six 
Thinking Hats process (de Bono, 
1999) to discuss and analyze 
different perspectives in satires. 

Transfer-Level SEL Tasks

Reading: Review peers’ 
satires to provide feedback 
on how they include an array 
of perspectives.

Writing: Focus on adding 
humor techniques to the satire 
that will help the audience 
appreciate and empathize with 
diverse perspectives.

Speaking: Present the satire in 
a way that is respectful of all 
perspectives and persuades the 
audience of a social change.

Stage 5: Entry Event

Students will view several video clips, editorial comics, and fiction or nonfiction texts to begin pondering 
whether the pieces are satire or comedy, satire or derision, and satire or truth. After viewing each 
example, students will record their lingering questions. Once the driving question is introduced, students 
will begin to brainstorm questions for what they need to know in regard to the definitions, purposes, and 
boundaries of satire.

Source: © 2021 by Cristen Cassler. Used with permission; Shakespeare, W. (1998). The taming of the shrew. New York: Signet 
Classic. (Original work published 1594); Shaw, G. B. (1912). Pygmalion. Accessed at https://www.gutenberg.org/files/3825/3825 
-h/3825-h.htm on February 7, 2022; Wilde, O. (1980). The importance of being earnest. New York: Samuel French. (Original 
work published 1895) 
Source for standards: National Governors Association Center for Best Practices & Council of Chief State School Officers. (2010). 
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Washington, DC: Authors. Accessed at www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf on October 7, 2021. 
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