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Table 6.1: The What and Why of the 
Four Essential Documents for SPBL Assessment

Assessment 
Document The What The Why

SPBL 
Culminating 
Public 
Product 
Rubric

It has the same and consistent success criteria 
based on the learning intention from the 
SPBL unit planner. This helps ensure clarity, 
consistency, and practicality.

There is a strong effort to ensure students 
demonstrate an equal intensity of all three 
levels of learning.

The focus is more on the evidence of learning 
than the product. 

It reemphasizes the learning intentions and 
success criteria.

It provides clarity for both the students 
and the teacher regarding the vision for the 
learning process.

It provides clarity for key formative 
assessments or milestones throughout 
the process.

It is the final destination for the unit and helps 
answer the three SPBL questions.

Summative 
Assessment 
for Surface 
and Deep 
Learning

There is a pre- and postassessment to measure 
student growth in surface and deep learning.

It is based on the determined surface- and 
deep-level success criteria from the SPBL 
unit planner.

It provides clarity for key surface- and 
deep-level formative assessments.

It allows students and the teacher to prepare 
for mandated standardized tests.

It ensures students are learning the content 
learning intention and content at the 
necessary level. 

Anticipated 
Need-to-
Know Map

It includes key milestones that allow for 
evidence of student learning at all three 
levels (surface, deep, and transfer), planning 
backward from the culminating public product.

When designing the unit, the teacher generates 
the ideal need-to-knows they want students to 
ask at each level (surface, deep, and transfer) 
before each milestone (or phase of the unit). 
If the anticipated need-to-knows surpass your 
expectations, adjust instruction accordingly. 
If the need-to-knows do not meet your 
expectations, adjust instruction accordingly (for 
example, implement some direct instruction). 

It helps promote critical thinking within the 
sustained-inquiry process.

Student-generated need-to-knows are a key 
formative assessment that helps the teacher 
gauge where students are in their learning 
based on the need-to-knows they create 
throughout the unit. If student need-to-knows 
are not aligning with teacher-anticipated 
need-to-knows, it is time to make 
teaching adjustments.

Formative 
Assessment 
Calendar

It is like a traditional unit calendar planned 
backward from the culminating public product.

It includes intentional surface, deep, and 
transfer assessments that are both quantitative 
(lead up to the summative assessment for 
surface and deep learning) and qualitative (lead 
up to the culminating public product rubric 
for transfer learning, often in the form of key 
milestones building up to the product). Note: 
Use a variety of ways to implement formative 
assessments throughout the unit. 

It crafts a clear vision for the ideal growth 
track for both the SEL and content 
learning intentions.
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