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Teen Problems
Read through your problem with your group, and then answer the following questions on the 

Advice Columns Answer Sheet: 

What •	 should the person (definitely) do? 

What •	 would happen if the person were to do that?

What else •	 could the person (possibly) do?

Share your advice with the rest of the class.

Problem #1

Should I Marry Him?

I have been with my boyfriend for four years 
now, ever since I was in eighth grade. He wants 
to get married next year, but there are a couple 
of problems I have. One is the fact that I will 
still be in high school. He graduates this year, 
but I will be in 12th grade next year. I want to 
graduate, but he wants to have a baby right 
away. Another problem is that he doesn’t have 
a job because he got hurt on his last job and 
can’t work right now. I have a good job work-
ing at my uncle’s restaurant and I make very 
good money. If I quit school and quit my job to 
get married and have a baby, I don’t know how 
we would support ourselves. The last problem 
is that we would have to live with his family 
at first because we don’t have enough money 
to get our own house. I love my boyfriend very 
much. He is very good to me. He is telling me 
that if I don’t marry him now, I might lose him. 
I don’t want to lose him. What should I do?

Sincerely,

Lara, 16

Problem #2

Should I Tell Her I Love Her?

I have a problem with my best friend. You 
see, I am a guy and she is a girl, and what she 
doesn’t know is that I’m in love with her. I have 
had a crush on other girls before, but this is 
really different. We are very close, and I know 
that she likes me very much. We’ve known each 
other for about three years, and our friendship 
has constantly become better. We fight some-
times, but we always make up. We meet almost 
every day and talk every day. We tell each other 
everything, so I know she is having problems 
with her boyfriend (who I think is no good for 
her). My problem is that I want to tell her I love 
her, but I don’t want to ruin our friendship. We 
always have very much fun together. I’m afraid 
if I tell her I love her, she will not return the 
feelings and then our friendship will be ruined. 
On the other hand, I feel sometimes like my 
heart will break if I don’t tell her. What if she 
feels the same way and is afraid to tell me? What 
should I do?

Sincerely,

Manny, 15

continued
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Teen Problems (continued)
Problem #3

Please Help Me and My Family

My family doesn’t get along. It’s like we all 
hate each other. My mom, me, my two broth-
ers, and a sister all live together. I am the old-
est. We each have different problems. My mom 
wants to quit smoking, so she is really stressed 
out. I am really selfish (I just can’t help it). One 
of my brothers is too bossy. He thinks that he 
is better than the rest of us and that he is the 
only one who helps my mom. My other brother 
is kind of depressed. He always starts fights and 
he’s really spoiled (my mom doesn’t yell at him 
for doing things wrong because he’s so sad all 
the time, but when she does, he laughs at her). 
My sister (who’s 7 years old) makes messes and 
doesn’t clean them up. I really want to help be-
cause I don’t like being upset all the time and 
having everyone hate everyone else. Even when 
we start to get along, someone will say some-
thing to upset someone else. Please help me 
and my family. 

Sincerely,

Yolanda, 15

Problem #4

I Hate School

I hate school. I hate it so much I skip school 
almost every day. Luckily, I am smart, and I’m 
in all the advanced classes so I don’t have a rep-
utation as a “bad kid.” Only the people who re-
ally know me know about my strange feelings. 
My parents don’t care. They don’t even mention 
it if I don’t go to school. What I end up doing 
is sleeping all day and then staying up all night 
talking to my friends. I get behind in my home-
work, but when I try to go back to school, all 
my teachers and friends get mad at me, so it 
makes me mad that I went back. I just get so 
depressed when I think about it. I am thinking 
about dropping out of school because I am 18 
now, but I really don’t want to do that because 
I realize it would ruin my life. I don’t want to 
go back, but I also don’t want it to ruin my life. 
I am so confused, and I have really tried to go 
back and just can’t take it. What should I do? 
Please help.

Sincerely,

Luis, 18
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