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Pronoun Practice Passages

Passage 1
When George H. W. Bush won the presidency in 1988, people believed that George H. W. 

Bush would continue in the same manner as George H. W. Bush’s predecessor, President 

Ronald Reagan. For the first two years of George H. W. Bush’s presidency, the situation proved 

to be true. Then in August, 1990, Iraq invaded a small country on Iraq’s southern border, Kuwait, 

in order to control the oil supplies there. Under the rule of Saddam Hussein, Iraq had been 

involved in a long-lasting, expensive war with Iraq’s neighbor to the east, Iran. Saddam Hussein 

needed to replenish Iraq’s treasure. Saddam Hussein believed that oil revenues from Kuwait, a 

small monarch with one of the highest per-capita incomes in the world, would do this.

Passage 2
A violent abolitionist named John Brown led a raid against the United States arsenal at Harpers 

Ferry, Virginia. John Brown’s plan was to capture guns and distribute the weapons to slaves in 

the surrounding countryside. John Brown wanted slaves to declare freedom by rising up against 

and killing slave masters. The United States Army, under the command of Colonel Robert E. 

Lee, ended the raid by surrounding the arsenal and capturing John Brown. They put him on 

trial for treason against the United States. John Brown was found guilty and later hanged as 

punishment for John Brown’s crime.
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Passage 3
In 1832 and 1833, Texas colonists held conventions. They wanted the Mexican government 

to change the way it ruled the Texas colonists. Stephen F. Austin communicated the colonists’ 

wishes to Mexican authorities in July, 1833. Even though the Mexican Congress took some ac-

tion on the petition, he was arrested and jailed for almost a year. Santa Anna, elected ruler of 

Mexico, was in the process of becoming a dictator, and he used military power to implement 

his plans. He wanted to negate the Constitution of 1824 and reorganize state governments, so 

he sent troops to Texas to carry out his wishes.

Passage 4
In this beautiful Forest City—for it is beautiful notwithstanding the curse that so long hung 

over it—there is a street where colored people were allowed to walk only on one side. Not 

long since an acquaintance of mine, while walking on what had been the forbidden side, was 

rudely pushed off by a white man and told that she had no right there. She gave him to under-

stand that Sherman’s March had made Bull Street as much hers as his. Veils were not allowed 

to be worn by colored women. After the army came in, they went out with two on—one 

over the face, the other on the back of the bonnet. Many of the planters have returned to their 

homes. Some wish to make contracts with their former slaves, but the majority are so unfair in 

their propositions that the people mistrust them.
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